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Benway School 
Unit:1 

Content Area: ELA  
Unit Title: The New World: A New Nation                    Writing Focus: Informative/Explanatory 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will come to understand what influences shaped 

colonial America and why people explored new worlds, through the reading and analysis of 
period-related texts and the writing of informative/explanatory writing. In addition, students will 
analyze US historical documents for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical devices. This content 
knowledge will be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of assessment, and 

enhancement of prior knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world connections between 
literary texts and contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper understanding of 

literary texts and vice versa.  
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.1 

 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.2 

 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a any given text 

RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.3 

 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

       RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.4 

 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 
 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 
 



Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
A.    Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
B.     Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
C.     Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts. 
D.    Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
E.     Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
F.      Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

W.11-12.2.A-F 
 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 

APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

W.11-12.5 
 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

W.11-12.6 
 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 
early-twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 
topics"). 
.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., 
in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the 
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., 
The Federalist, presidential addresses]"). 

W.11-12.9A.B. 
 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10 
 



Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively 

SL.11-12.1. 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange 

of ideas.  
Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics), and 

establish individual roles as needed.  
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning 

and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; 
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 

creative perspectives.  
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

SL11-12.1.A-D 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 

source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically.  The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.11-12.6. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested.  

L.11-12.1.A 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

 

L.11-12.2. 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening.  
A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts. 

L.11-12.3.A. 



Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies.  
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  
B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  
C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage.  
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4.A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  
A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text.  
B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5.A-B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.11-12.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.1 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 

how the characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as 

well as other authors.) 

RL.11-12.4 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 



Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RI.11-12.1 

 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and 
how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary 

of the text.  

RI.11-12.2 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

RI.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.4 

 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

RI.11-12.6 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

A.    Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 

include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.     Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C.     Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 

and concepts. 

D.    Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.     Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 

norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

F.      Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.2.A-F 

 



Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.4 

 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W.11-12.5 

 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments 

W.11-12.6 

 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 

W.11-12.10 

 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A.Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 

works, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics”). 

B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 

in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).  
 

W.11-12.9 A.B. 

 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

A.    Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

B.     Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.     Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 

or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1A-D. 

 



D.    Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; 
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task.  
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 
solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting 

any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2 

 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3 

 
Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4  

 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
SL.11-12.6 

 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.11-12.1A. 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 

B.   Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.2A.B. 

 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

L.11-12.3A. 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

A.    Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

B.     Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.     Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

L.11-12.4A-D 

 



word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D.    Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A.    Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B.     Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5 A.B. 

 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

L.11-12.6 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 

an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 

may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 

Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 

conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 



Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 
Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 

trends and future education. 
9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 

managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 

● Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
● Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
● Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
● Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them. 
CRP8 

● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 
● Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
● Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 
● Key Vocabulary Words 
● Allegory, Analogy, Analysis, Connotative Language, Culture, Denotative Language, Figurative 

Language, Imagery, Irony, Metaphor, Oxymoron, Point of View, Protestant Reformation, 
Puritanism, Simile, Tone, Age of Reason, Age of Enlightenment, Argumentation, Bias, Claims, 
Counter-Claims, Diction, Ethos, Logos, Pathos, Evidence, Reasons, Rhetoric, Rhetorical 
Device, Structure, Syntax 

● Evidence of Learning 
● Suggested Assessments: 
● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 



● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 
●  
● Learning Activities: 
● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Anchor Activities 
● Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts 
●  
● Instructional Materials: 
● Textbook 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
● IXL 
● PARCC Rubrics: 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf 
● Teacher Resources: 
●   Suggested Short Text: 
● Native American Myths: 
● from The Iroquois Constitution- Dekanawilda  
● from The Life of Olaudah Equiano- Olaudah Equiano  
●  
●   Suggested Extended Text: 
● The Crucible- Arthur Miller  
● The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne  
● On Plymouth Plantation-William Bradford  
●    
●   Suggested Informational Text: 
● Speeches 
● Speech to the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry 
● Documents 
● Excerpts from Common Sense by Thomas Paine  
● Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson  
● Preamble to the Constitution by James Madison  
● Federalist No.10 by James Madison 
● George Washington’s Farewell Address http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp 
●  
●   Other: 
● Letters: Abigail Adam’s letter to John Adams “Don’t forget the ladies…” 

http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=278 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp
http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=278
http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=278


● Benjamin Banneker’s Letter to Thomas Jefferson (L1820); Thomas Jefferson’s Letter to 
Benjamin Banneker  

● The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 http://www.nationalcenter.org/PaulRevere%27sRide.html 

● Washington Crossing the Delaware (painting) by Emanuel Leutze 
● clips from HBO’s John Adams (i.e. Adam’s defense of the British soldiers after the Boston 

Massacre) 
● Modifications & Accommodations: 
● *Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and 

may be implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation 

of cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze 

data to be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural 
importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources 
that provide data and support for speaking 
and writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to 
understand society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 

● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion 
as needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 
 
Modifications for Classroom: 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations 

● Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments, 

● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
 
Modifications for Classroom: 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations 

● Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments 

● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 

http://www.nationalcenter.org/PaulRevere%27sRide.html


● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling 

on assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on 

tape/CD/digital media, as available and 
appropriate 

● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofed assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school 

communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda 

daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex 

assignments to be broken up and explained 
in smaller units, with work to be submitted 
in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria 
for assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

●  
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and 
quizzes 

● Student may take/complete tests in an 
alternate setting as needed 

● Preferential seating to be mutually 
determined by the student and teacher 

● Student may request to use a computer to 
complete assignments 

● Establish expectations for correct spelling 
on assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on 

tape/CD/digital media, as available and 
appropriate 

● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread 

assignments and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school 

communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda 

daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

● Modifications for Homework and 
Assignments: 
 

● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex 

assignments to be broken up and explained 
in smaller units, with work to be submitted 
in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria 
for assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and 
quizzes 

● Student may take/complete tests in an 
alternate setting as needed 



● Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 

● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 

● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

●  
 
 
 

Benway School 
Unit:2 

Content Area: ELA 
Unit Title: American Romanticism and Transcendentalism              Writing Focus: Argumentative 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will analyze texts, including philosophies that 
influenced American individualism. In addition, students will define characteristics relative to 

American Romanticism and Transcendentalism and explore how they are different. They will examine 
the philosophies from this time period that inspired literary thought in the world and the United States. 

They will evaluate how American writers differentiated themselves from British writers during the 
American Romantic movement. Students will write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Furthermore, 
students will draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. This content knowledge will be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of 
assessment, and enhancement of prior knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world 

connections between literary texts and contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper 
understanding of literary texts and vice versa.  

Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  
Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.1 

 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.2 

 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a any given text 

RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.3 

 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

       RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.4 

 



 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its impact.  

RL.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.5 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 
 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 

and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies 
and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 

evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both 
in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 

values, and possible biases.  
C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of 

the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

counterclaims.  
D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 

purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

W.11-12.1A-E 
 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 

APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

W.11-12.5 
 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

W.11-12.6 
 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 

early-twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 

topics"). 
.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the 

application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., 
in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the 

W.11-12.9A.B. 
 



premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., 
The Federalist, presidential addresses]"). 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10 
 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively 

SL.11-12.1. 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange 

of ideas.  
Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics), and 

establish individual roles as needed.  
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning 

and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; 
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 

creative perspectives.  
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

SL11-12.1.A-D 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 

source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically.  The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.11-12.6. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested.  

L.11-12.1.A 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

 

L.11-12.2. 



Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening.  
A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts. 

L.11-12.3.A. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies.  
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage.  

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4.A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text.  

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5.A-B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.11-12.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.1 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 

how the characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as 

well as other authors.) 

RL.11-12.4 



Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RI.11-12.1 

 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and 
how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary 

of the text.  

RI.11-12.2 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

RI.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.4 

 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

RI.11-12.6 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

W.11-12.1. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.4 

 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W.11-12.5 

 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments 

W.11-12.6 

 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 

W.11-12.10 

 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

W.11-12.9 A.B. 

 



A.Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 

works, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics”). 

B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 

in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).  
 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

A.    Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

B.     Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.     Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 

or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.    Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; 
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task.  

SL.11-12.1A-D. 

 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 

solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting 
any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2 

 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3 

 
Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4  

 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
SL.11-12.6 



 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.11-12.1A. 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 

B.   Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.2A.B. 

 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

L.11-12.3A. 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

A.    Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

B.     Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.     Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D.    Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4A-D 

 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A.    Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B.     Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5 A.B. 

 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

L.11-12.6 

 



New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 

an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 

may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 

Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 

conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 

Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 

managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 



Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 

Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Abolition, American Dream, Antebellum, Assimilation, Determinism, Dialect, Fireside Poets, 

Individualism, Manifest Destiny, Mood, Nationalism, Naturalism, Optimism, Paradox, Perfectionism, 
Realism, Regionalism, Romanticism, Self-Reliance, Transcendentalism, Utopian Society 

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 

● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

Learning Activities: 
● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principals 
● Anchor Activities 
● Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts 

Instructional Materials: 
● Textbook 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
● IXL 



● PARCC Rubrics: 
https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf 

Teacher Resources: 
   Suggested Short Text: 

● “Minister’s Black Veil “,Nathaniel Hawthorne 
● “Young Goodman Brown “,Nathaniel Hawthorne 
●  “Legend of Sleepy Hollow”, Washington Irving  
● “The Fall of the House of Usher”, Edgar Allen Poe 

   Suggested Extended Text: 
● The Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass  
● Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Hariett Beecher Stowe 
● Moby Dick, Herman Melville  

   Suggested Poems: 
● “Midnight Ride of Paul Revere”, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
● “I hear America Singing”, Walt Whitman  
● “Song of Myself”, Walt Whitman  
●  “The Raven,” Edgar Allen Poe  
● *Various poems by Emily Dickinson 
● Walden, Henry David Thoreau 

   Suggested Essays/Informational Texts: 
● “Self-Reliance”, Ralph Waldo Emerson 
● “Civil Disobedience” ,Henry David Thoreau 
●  “The Great Lawsuit. Man versus Men. Woman versus Women”, Margaret Fuller 
● “Declaration of Sentiments”; Seneca Falls Convention  
● The Biological Basis of Morality; Atlantic Monthly, Wilson, Edward O.  
● Making Free: African Americans and the Civil War, Francis H. Kennedy 
● “Manifest Destiny”, Frank Caso 
● “Tim DeChristopher's courageous bid to save our world” 

http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/civil-disobedience  
Art, Media, Music 

● Albert Bierstadt, Looking Down Yosemite Valley (1865) 
● Asher Durand, Kindred Spirits (1849) 
● Frederic Church, Niagara (1857) 
● George Inness, The Lackawanna Valley (1855) 
● Thomas Cole, Romantic Landscape with Ruined Tower (1832-1836) 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 

● Modified assignments 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf
http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/civil-disobedience
http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/civil-disobedience
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Looking_Down_Yosemite-Valley.jpg
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/durandinfo.shtm
http://collection.corcoran.org/collection/work/niagara?apcat=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:George_Inness_003.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cole_Thomas_Romantic_Landscape_with_Ruined_Tower_1832-36.jpg


Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation 

of cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze 

data to be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural 
importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources 
that provide data and support for speaking 
and writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to 
understand society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

● Native language translation (peer, online 
assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 



● Encourage student to proofed assignments and 
tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 

Benway School 
Unit: 3 

Content Area: ELA 
Unit Title: A Troubled Young Nation           Writing Focus: Narrative 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit,  students will come to integrate and evaluate several sources to 
determine how the 19th century shaped Americans. Through themes, subject matter, dialect, and the 

style of American writing in the 19th century, students will explore the effect of regionalism. In 
addition, students will analyze how authors of the time period revealed and reflected the culture and 

conflict of the era. Moreover, through reading and narrative writing, students will explore how the Civil 
War reshaped American society, beliefs, and identity, culminating in how Reconstruction addressed 
racism. Finally, students will read about the impact of the western expansion on the country and its 

culture. This content knowledge will be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of 
assessment, and enhancement of prior knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world 



connections between literary texts and contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper 
understanding of literary texts and vice versa.  

Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  
Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.1 

 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.2 

 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a any given text 

RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.3 

 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

       RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.4 

 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 
 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 
 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

   A.Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 

experiences or events. 

   B.Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

   C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 

outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

   D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.11-12.1A-E 
 



   E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 

APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

W.11-12.5 
 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

W.11-12.6 
 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 

early-twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 

topics"). 
.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the 

application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., 
in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the 
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., 

The Federalist, presidential addresses]"). 

W.11-12.9A.B. 
 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10 
 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively 

SL.11-12.1 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from 
texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 

well-reasoned exchange of ideas.  
B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed.  
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and 

promote divergent and creative perspectives.  
D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 

SL11-12.1.A-D 



when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 
required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 

source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically.  The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.11-12.6. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested.  

L.11-12.1.A 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

 

L.11-12.2. 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening.  
A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts. 

L.11-12.3.A. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies.  
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage.  

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4.A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text.  

L.11-12.5.A-B 



B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.11-12.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.1 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 

how the characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as 

well as other authors.) 

RL.11-12.4 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RI.11-12.1 

 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and 
how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary 

of the text.  

RI.11-12.2 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

RI.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.4 

 



Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

RI.11-12.6 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

W.11-12.3 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.4 

 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W.11-12.5 

 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments 

W.11-12.6 

 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 

W.11-12.10 

 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A.Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 

works, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics”). 

B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 

in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).  
 

W.11-12.9 A.B. 

 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

A.    Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1A-D. 

 



B.     Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.     Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 

or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.    Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; 
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task.  
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 
solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting 

any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2 

 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3 

 
Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4  

 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
SL.11-12.6 

 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.11-12.1A. 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 

B.   Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.2A.B. 

 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

L.11-12.3A. 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

L.11-12.4A-D 

 



A.    Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

B.     Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.     Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D.    Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A.    Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B.     Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5 A.B. 

 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

L.11-12.6 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 

an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 

may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 



Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 

conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 

Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 

managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 

Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
abolition, American Dream, assimilation, autobiography, biography, determinism, dialect, mood, 

naturalism, realism, regionalism, satire 
Evidence of Learning 

Suggested Assessments: 
● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  



● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

Learning Activities: 
● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Anchor Activities 
● Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts 

Instructional Materials: 
● Textbook 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
● IXL 
● PARCC Rubrics: 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf 
Teacher Resources: 
   Suggested Short Text: 

● “The  Notorious  Jumping  Frog  of  Calaveras  County”  by  Mark  Twain  
 
   Suggested Extended Text: 

● When Will This Cruel War Be Over?: The Civil War Diary Of Emma Simpson by Barry 
Denenberg  

● Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt  
 
   Biographical    articles: 

● Preface for The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Keith Nielson 
 

(All the following taken from Time Magazine, July 14, 2008) 
 

● “The Seriously Funny Man” by Richard Lacayo 
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820144,00.html 

 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820144,00.html


● “America’s Original Superstar” by Roy Blount, Jr.  
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820166,00.html 
 

● “Man of the World” by Jackson Dykman  
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820123,00.html 
 

● “Getting Past Black and White” by Stephen L. Carter  
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820162,00.html 
 

● Abraham Lincoln “Gettysburg Address”  
● Abraham Lincoln “Emancipation Proclamation”  
● John O’Sullivan, “Manifest Destiny” (L1320) 

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/resources/manifest_destiny_sullivan.html 
 

● Chief Joseph Surrenders speech  
http://www2.gsu.edu/~eslmlm/chiefjoseph.html 
 

● Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address  
http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres32.html 
 

● Civil War Primary Sources 
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/civil-war-docs 
 

● New York Times Civil War blog “Disunion”  
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/category/disunion/ 
 

● 13th, 14th, 15th Amendments (L1850) 
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/CivilWarAmendments.htm 
 
 
   Suggested Informational Text: 

● One Nation, Out of Many; American Enterprise, Huntington, Samuel  
http://www.aei.org/publication/one-nation-out-of-many/ 
 
   Suggested Art: 

● Reconstruction political cartoons 
http://peterpappas.com/images/2016/01/Reconstruction-in-political-cartoons-by-EmmaLee-Kuhlmann.

pdf 
Modifications & Accommodations: 

*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 
implemented for any student who would benefit 

Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning 

environment) 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820166,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820123,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1820162,00.html
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/resources/manifest_destiny_sullivan.html
http://www2.gsu.edu/~eslmlm/chiefjoseph.html
http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres32.html
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/civil-war-docs
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/category/disunion/
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/CivilWarAmendments.htm
http://www.aei.org/publication/one-nation-out-of-many/
http://peterpappas.com/images/2016/01/Reconstruction-in-political-cartoons-by-EmmaLee-Kuhlmann.pdf
http://peterpappas.com/images/2016/01/Reconstruction-in-political-cartoons-by-EmmaLee-Kuhlmann.pdf


Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation 

of cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze 

data to be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural 
importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources 
that provide data and support for speaking 
and writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to 
understand society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

● Native language translation (peer, online 
assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 



● Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofed assignments and 
tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 
 

Benway School 
Unit 4 

Content Area: ELA 
Unit Title: Emerging Modernism/ Modernism                 Writing Focus: Research 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will come to analyze texts that evaluate the results of 

modernization, particularly that of isolation and disillusionment, in the early American twentieth 
century. Furthermore, students will examine postmodern texts that reflect the change in American 
values and culture, specifically addressing civil rights and an emerging counter-culture. Through 

analysis of various literary genres and written research, students will examine how historical events and 
social issues of the 1920’s affected the country. In addition, they will examine how the Harlem 



 

 

Renaissance shaped the future of African American culture and the emergence of civil rights. 
Moreover, they will research the changes of how the Women’s Movement affected politics. Finally, 

students will analyze how postmodern text reflected change in American values and culture. 
This content knowledge will be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of 

assessment, and enhancement of prior knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world 
connections between literary texts and contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper 

understanding of literary texts and vice versa. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.1 

 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.2 

 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a any given text 

RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.3 

 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

       RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.4 

 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 
 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 
 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.7.  
 

 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

(MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

W.11-12.8 
 
 



Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 

APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

W.11-12.5 
 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

W.11-12.6 
 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 

early-twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 

topics"). 
.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the 

application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., 
in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the 
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., 

The Federalist, presidential addresses]"). 

W.11-12.9A.B. 
 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10 
 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively 

SL.11-12.1. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from 
texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 

well-reasoned exchange of ideas.  
B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed.  
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and 

promote divergent and creative perspectives.  
D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 
when possible; and determine what additional information or research is 

required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL11-12.1.A-D 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 

SL.11-12.2. 



decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically.  The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.11-12.6. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested.  

L.11-12.1.A 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

L.11-12.2. 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening.  
A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts. 

L.11-12.3.A. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies.  
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage.  

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4.A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text.  

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5.A-B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.11-12.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 



Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.1 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  

RL.11-12.2 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 

how the characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as 

well as other authors.) 

RL.11-12.4 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  

RL.11-12.5 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

RL.11-12.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RI.11-12.1 

 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and 
how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary 

of the text.  

RI.11-12.2 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

RI.11-12.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.4 

 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

RI.11-12.6 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

F. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 

W.11-12.1.A-E 

 



and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

G. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies 
and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 

evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both 
in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 

values, and possible biases.  
H. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of 

the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

counterclaims.  
I. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 

purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

J. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.4 

 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W.11-12.5 

 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments 

W.11-12.6 

 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 

W.11-12.10 

 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Choice) 

A.Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 

works, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics”). 

B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 

in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).  
 

W.11-12.9 A.B. 

 



Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

W.11-12.7 

 
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 

avoiding plagiarism. 

W.11-12.7 

 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 
W.11-12.7 

 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

A.    Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

B.     Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.     Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 

or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.    Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; 
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task.  

SL.11-12.1A-D. 

 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 

solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting 
any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2 

 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.3 

 
Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4  

 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
SL.11-12.6 

 



Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.11-12.1A. 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 

B.   Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.2A.B. 

 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

L.11-12.3A. 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

A.    Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

B.     Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.     Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D.    Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4A-D 

 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A.    Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B.     Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5 A.B. 

 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

L.11-12.6 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Indicator 



Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 

foster student achievement.) 
Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 

worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 
8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 

an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 

may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 

Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 

conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 

Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 

managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 



Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 

Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Alienation, American Modernism, dialect, disillusionment, flashback, foreshadowing, Harlem 
Renaissance, Industrialization, interior monologue, Lost Generation, Prohibition Era, Stream of 
Consciousness, Cold War, McCarthyism, Culture, Counter-culture, Minimalism, Postmodernism 

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 

 
● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

 
Learning Activities: 

● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Anchor Activities 
● Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts 

Instructional Materials: 
● Textbook 
● Smartboard 



● Internet 
● IXL 
● PARCC Rubrics: 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf 
 

Teacher Resources: 
   Suggested Extended Text: 

● Excerpts from The Jungle, Upton Sinclair  
● A Separate Peace by John Knowles  

 
Suggested Drama: 

● Our Town by Thornton Wilder (NP) 
● A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennesse Williams (NP) 

 
Suggested Short Text: 

● “Winter Dreams” by F. Scott Fitzgerald  
● “ The Egg” by Sherwood Anderson  
●  “A Wagner Matinee,” Willa Cather,  
●  “The  Brown  Chest”    by  John  Updike  

 
   Suggested Poetry: 

● Langston Hughes: “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”; “Trumpet Player”; “Ballad of the  
Landlord”; “Daybreak in Alabama” ;”Harlem”; “I, Too”; “Mother To Son”  

● T.S. Elliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 
 
Suggested Informational Text: 

● McCarthy’s Speeches 
https://connect.issaquah.wednet.edu/cfs-file/__key/telligent-evolution-components-attachments/
13-10204-00-00-00-07-19-77/joseph_5f00_r_5f00_mccarthy_5f00_speech.pdf?  

 
● Comparing Ernest Hemingway's Life to His Characters in The Sun Also Rises,  

Yahoo,    http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/hemingways-hidden-metafictions 
 

● PURSUED BY HAPPINESS AND BEATEN SENSELESS:"PROZAC AND THE 
AMERICAN DREAM by Carl Elliott 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3528306?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 

 
● American Dreamers, Lisa Miller, 

http://www.newsweek.com/american-dreamers-islam-america-104633  
 

● GENERATION 'X', Leonard Pitts Jr., 
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article154174689.htm
l  

● An Examination of the 100 Documents That Most Define America As a Nation of Ideas 

https://prc.parcconline.org/system/files/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015_0.pdf
https://connect.issaquah.wednet.edu/cfs-file/__key/telligent-evolution-components-attachments/13-10204-00-00-00-07-19-77/joseph_5f00_r_5f00_mccarthy_5f00_speech.pdf?Redirected=true
https://connect.issaquah.wednet.edu/cfs-file/__key/telligent-evolution-components-attachments/13-10204-00-00-00-07-19-77/joseph_5f00_r_5f00_mccarthy_5f00_speech.pdf?Redirected=true
http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/hemingways-hidden-metafictions
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3528306?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.newsweek.com/american-dreamers-islam-america-104633
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article154174689.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article154174689.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article154174689.html


and Ideals, 
http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/10819063/examination-100-documents-that-most-def
ine-america-as-nation-ideas-ideals  

 
● Excerpt from THE WAR ON THE HOME FRONT, Stephen E. Ambrose, 

https://www.questia.com/library/1519212/americans-at-war  
 

● Excerpts from Harlem Renaissance, Wilma Mankiller, Gwendolyn Mink, Marysa Navarro, 
Barbara Smith, and Gloria Steinem, eds. 
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/1793/22126/1/FC_19.4_Sum1998.pdf  

 
● “Rethinking   the   American   Dream.” Vanity Fair. David   Kamp. April 2009. 

http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2009/04/american-dream200904 
 

● Various articles on the  Cold War http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cold-war-history 
 

● Various articles on the Red Scare http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/red-scare 
 

● Various articles on Assimilation  https://goo.gl/zZk6wJ 
 

● “Who's   Coming   to   America,” Sam   Roberts 
Today's   immigrants   come   from   different   places,   but   their   reasons   are  
similar   to   those   that   motivated   earlier   immigrants  
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20090413monday.html 
 

● Behind the Veil Debate,  Alan Cowell in London  
● http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/23317724/behind-veil-debate 

 
● Rescuing the Real Uncle Tom, David S. Reynolds 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/14/opinion/14Reynolds.html 
 

● “What War Looks Like” by Howard Zinn http://progressive.org/magazine/war-looks-like-d2/ 
 
Suggested Art and Media: 

● Harlem Renaissance – John Carroll University:  
● Harlem Renaissance  O Youtube.com: The Harlem Renaissance: The Rise of African  
● American Literature, Art, and Music 
● The Minimalist Movement http://progressive.org/magazine/war-looks-like-d2/ 
● “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King 

https://www.schooltube.com/video/bcef4580516f12afcad4/ 
Modifications & Accommodations: 

*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 
implemented for any student who would benefit 

Gifted and Talented English Language Learners 

http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/10819063/examination-100-documents-that-most-define-america-as-nation-ideas-ideals
http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/10819063/examination-100-documents-that-most-define-america-as-nation-ideas-ideals
https://www.questia.com/library/1519212/americans-at-war
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/1793/22126/1/FC_19.4_Sum1998.pdf
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2009/04/american-dream200904
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cold-war-history
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/red-scare
https://goo.gl/zZk6wJ
https://goo.gl/zZk6wJ
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20090413monday.html
http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/23317724/behind-veil-debate
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/14/opinion/14Reynolds.html
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http://progressive.org/magazine/war-looks-like-d2/
https://www.schooltube.com/video/bcef4580516f12afcad4/


(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation 

of cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze 

data to be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural 
importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources 
that provide data and support for speaking 
and writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to 
understand society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 



● Provide oral reminders and check student 
work during independent work time 

● Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofed assignments and 
tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

 
Modifications for Assessments: 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 


