
 

BENWAY SCHOOL 

English Language Arts 1 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 5 

 

Throughout English Language Arts I, students will explore numerous thematic texts, in order to 
demonstrate understanding of core concepts for this particular level of ELA.  Content knowledge will 
be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of assessment, and enhancement of prior 
knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world connections between literary texts and 
contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper understanding of literary texts and vice 
versa.  Throughout the year, students will develop writing that demonstrates a command of standard 
American English as well as research, organization, and drafting strategies.  
 
Note: In a cumulative task, students will begin and hone the rudiments of a thesis paper whereby they 
will select a specific topic that has a “provable” component to it. It is here that they must prove 
something specific in regards to impact and/or significance. This thesis paper constitutes a large 
percentage of the student’s final grade; it is a mandatory requirement for ALL grade levels. Because 
the thesis paper is a vital part of the student’s end of the year grade, the student will be given adequate 
time to research and complete the assignment.  
 
Additional Resources * See Appendix A 
Unit Benchmarks *See Benchmark Folder 



Benway School 
Unit 1 

Content Area: ELA 1 
Unit Title: Welcome to the “Real World” 
Realistic Fiction (Paired with nonfiction text)   Writing Focus: Informative & Explanatory  
Grade Level: 9 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will identify various literary elements and explain how 
they impact textual meaning. Students will discover the topics and themes explored in realistic fiction 
and apply this understanding to their own lives. As global citizens, they will challenge themselves to 
“take a walk in someone else’s shoes” in order to obtain a deeper understanding of the people and the 
world around them. Students will be required to write a coherent, explanatory essay that describes the 
impact of literary elements; this essay will include exemplary evidence drawn from literary and 
nonfiction resources. Additionally, they will identify and analyze the effect of rhetorical strategies in 
speeches such as alliteration, repetition, and extended metaphors. This content knowledge will be 
mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of assessment, and enhancement of prior 
knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world connections between literary texts and 
contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper understanding of literary texts and vice 
versa.  
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings and identify explicit and 
implicit textual evidence. Draw connections between various texts and global 
issues/ other texts.  Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize objectively. Draw 
conclusions/make logical judgments about the information within the text on the 
basis of evidence and prior conclusions/prior experience 

RL.9-10.1 
RI.9-10.1 

Determine a theme and central idea. Analyze how details develop the 
theme/central idea. Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined 
or strengthened by key details. Formulate an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 
RI.9-10.2 

Identify the details that develop characters as dynamic or complex versus static 
or flat. Identify multiple/conflicting character motivations. Analyze character 
interactions as they develop plot. Identify a series of ideas or events that are 
connected. 

RL.9-10.3 
RI.9-10.3 

Identify key words and determine figurative meaning. Identify key words and 
determine connotative meaning. Understand how word choice impacts meaning 
(For example, how language evokes a sense of time and place.) Determine 
formal vs. informal tone. 

RL.9-10.4 
RI.9-10.4 

Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural experience is reflected in a 
text.  Determine the author’s overall purpose. 

RL.9-10.6 
RI.9-10.6 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/


Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. Include all components of a 
well-developed explanatory/informative text.  

W.9-10.2 

Identify writing task type and its organizational structure as well as its purpose. 
Determine and address the audience appropriately, utilizing the appropriate 
writing style and voice.  

W.9-10.4 

Conduct short and/or more sustained research project. Conduct researching 
drawing on multiple sources an assess credibility of sources. Assess soundness of 
reasoning and relevance of textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. Utilize quotes within writing to further claims. Follow a standard 
format for citation. 

W.9-10.7, W.9-10.8, 
W.9-10.9A,B 

Write routinely over shorter and extended time frames for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences 

W.9-10.10 

Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and teacher-led discussions. 
Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a discussion. Prepare for discussions. 
Participate in friendly discussions and decision-making activities. Respect and 
promote diverse perspectives in a discussion or collaborative activity. Reflect, 
evaluate and respond to comments made by peers during discussion. 

SL.9-10.1 

Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of information in diverse formats and 
media. Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is logical/legitimate and if the 
evidence is relevant. Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any of the 
speaker’s reasoning is misleading. Move from passive listener to active 
participant. Use text/source to show fallibility in speaker’s reasoning. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information (for various audiences) clearly, concisely, and logically. SL.9-10.4 

Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose. Understand the difference 
between formal and informal presentations. 

SL.9-10.6 

Understand concepts of parallelism (i.e. repeated grammatical patterns, types of 
phrases, and types of clauses) and how to use effectively. Understand the 
differences between a phrase and a clause and utilize them properly. Vary 
sentence structure to convey specific purpose. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Use a semicolon and colon correctly. (i.e. use a semicolon to link two 
independent clauses.) Know and use standard English spelling conventions. 

L.9-10.2A,B,C 



Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more fully when reading, listening, 
or speaking. 

L.9-10.3A 

Use context clues to derive word meaning (connotation, denotation, word 
function and position.) 
Consult reference materials to derive word meanings and correct pronunciation 
of words. Trace the etymology of words. 

L.9-10.4A,B,C,D 

Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language within a text. Analyze slight 
differences in the meanings of words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and 
walk.) 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire general academic words from content-specific written texts. 
Independently integrate general academic words and domain-specific words into 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.9-10.1 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details, and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.3 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.9-10.4 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 

RL.9-10.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.9-10.1 

RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.9-10.2 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 

RI.9-10.4 



of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose. 

RI.9-10.6 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information 
to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 
B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience 
and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 
are writing. 
F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.9-10.2 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.9-10.4 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

W.9-10.5 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

(Choice)  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
(Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of 

W.9-10.7, W.9-10.8, 
W.9-10.9A,B 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/


 

 

each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).  
 (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]"). 
B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning"). 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); 
develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed 
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge 
ideas and conclusions.  
D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

SL.9-10.1A,B,C,D 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.9-10.4 



Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English. (See grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific 
expectations.) 

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; 
noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety 
and interest to writing or presentations. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or 
more closely related independent clauses.  
B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  
C. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.2A,B,C 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 
                A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek and 
Latin roots and affixes. 
C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
college-level dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology. 

L.9-10.4A,B,C,D 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/


D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 
B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 
an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 
Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 



Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
(Some terms are reviewed and/or taught in context that is appropriate to this unit of study) 

direct characterization, indirect characterization, point of view, narrator, third person omniscient, third 
person limited, third person objective, first person, rising action, falling action, resolution, protagonist, 
antagonist, round character, flat character, dynamic character, static character, dialect, dialogue, 
flashback, mood, tone, conclusion, anecdote, autobiography, atmosphere, purpose,  memoir, thesis, 
biography, narration, verbal irony, situational irony, dramatic irony 

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 
● Appropriately Selected Group Projects  
● Progress Reports 
● Marking Period Grades 
● Unit Assessments 
● Writer’s workshop 
● Book report assignment 
● Presentations 
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing 
● Summarize reading 
Learning Activities: 

● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of literary and informational texts 
● Anchor Activities 

 
Essential Questions:  
Why do we tell stories? What elements contribute to effective storytelling? How do literary elements 
work together in a short story, informational text, memoir, biography, autobiography, etc., to create an 
impact for the reader? What is the author's purpose for these different types of genres? 



 
Big Ideas/Understanding(s): Students will understand the elements of fiction and nonfiction and how 
these elements work together to create impact for the audience. 
 
Work individually and collaboratively to explore various topics and tasks:  
 

● Actively read a literary nonfiction & realistic fiction texts and take notes about the following:  
o Setting- time and place and its significance in the novel 
o Characterization- direct/indirect 
o Tone- the author’s attitude about the subject 
o Mood- the feeling the reader gets from the story 
o Author’s purpose and craft 
o Vocabulary, syntax, text structure 

 
● Discuss the elements of setting (e.g., time, place, environment) and find examples of how time, 

place, and environment are used the stories.  
● Explore the historical content of various texts. Determine how this affects story/character 

development.  
● Create a character map of one of the characters from the novel read, citing specific examples 

from the text. 
● Research authors through biographies, autobiographies, and copies of interviews; present 

findings to the class 
● Write a variety of responses to literature and informational text, including short answers, 

open-ended questions, analytical essays, research essays, and narrative essays. 
● Understand and articulate how life experiences are portrayed in historical fiction and fiction 

versus nonfiction texts. 
● Learn how to properly cite from text as evidence to support statements and arguments, using 

proper MLA in-text citations and Works Cited pages. 
● Read short stories and articles and answer close-reading questions based on the passages.  

 
Instructional Materials: 

● Textbook 
● G-Suite 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
● IXL 

 
Suggested Short Text 

● “The Most Dangerous Game” (Richard Connell) 
● “The Scarlet Ibis” (James Hurst)  
● “The Cask of Amontillado” (Edgar Allan Poe)  

Suggested Extended Text 

● To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee)  
● Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 



Suggested Informational Texts 
● “The Struggle to be an All American Girl”  by Elizabeth Wong 
● “On ‘The Aleph’ by Oscar Hijuelos 

 
Suggested Art 

● PJ Crook, Toyota Taxi Acrylic on Canvas (2005) 
● Susan Bower, Saving the Man from the Sea (2003) 
● Debby West, Enter the Muse (1994) 
● Emanuel Leutze, Washington Crossing The Delaware (1851) 
● Everett Shinn, Cross Streets of New York(1899) 

Suggested Media 
● The Irony of O. Henry (documentary) 
● “The Gift of Love” Glencoe Video Library 

Suggested Memoirs 
● Excerpt from Night (Wiesel) 
● Only Daughter (Cisneros) 
● Black Boy (Wright) 

Suggested Essay 
● Excerpts from On Finding a Latino Voice (Alvarez) 
● From All God’s Children Need Traveling Shoes (Angelou) 
● Sayonara (Lindbergh) 

Suggested Speeches 
● “A New Generation of Americans” (JF Kennedy) 
● “Put Down the Backpack” (Quindlen) 
● Nobel Prize in Literature Acceptance Speech 1949 (William Faulkner)  
● “Sinews of Peace Address” (Winston Churchill) and/or “Brandenburg Gate Address” (Ronald 

Reagan) 

Suggested Art 
● Levine, The Quest (1889) 
● Bootman, Paddywagon Party (2001) 
● Freeman, The Three Graces (1997) 
● Leonardo da Vinci, Possible Self-Portrait of Leonardo da Vinci (c.1513) 
● Rembrandt van Rijn, Self-Portrait at an early age (1628) 
● Rembrandt van Rijn, Self-Portrait at the Age of 63 (1669) 
● Artemisia Gentileschi, Self-Portrait as the Allegory of Painting (1630s) 
● Jacob Lawrence, Self-Portrait (1977) 
● Gustave Courbet, The Desperate Man (self-portrait) (1843) 
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● Louisa Matthíasdóttir, Self-Portrait with Dark Coat (No Date) 
● Francis Bacon, Self-Portrait (1973) 
● Balthus, Le roi des chats (The king of cats) (1935) 
● Pablo Picasso, Self-Portrait (1907) 
● Maria Terrazas, Woman in Cordilleran Night  (1996) 

 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
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● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 
by the student and teacher 

● Student may request to use a computer to 
complete assignments 

● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 



Benway School 
Unit 2 

Content Area: ELA 1 
Unit Title:  Epic Poetry & Greek Mythology  (Paired with nonfiction text)   
Writing Focus: Argumentative/ Research  
Grade Level: 9 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make 
relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says, and analyze how complex characters 
(e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text.  Additionally, 
students will write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Argumentative writings will explore the following 
concepts: heroism versus pride/arrogance, luck versus bravery, conviction versus ignorance, and other 
topics of interest. This content knowledge will be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple 
means of assessment, and enhancement of prior knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real 
world connections between literary texts and contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement 
deeper understanding of literary texts and vice versa. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings and identify explicit and 
implicit textual evidence. Draw connections between various texts and global 
issues/ other texts.  Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize objectively. Draw 
conclusions/make logical judgments about the information within the text on the 
basis of evidence and prior conclusions/prior experience 

RL.9-10.1 
RI.9-10.1 

Determine a theme and central idea. Analyze how details develop the 
theme/central idea. Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined 
or strengthened by key details. Formulate an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 
RI.9-10.2 

Identify the details that develop characters as dynamic or complex versus static 
or flat. Identify multiple/conflicting character motivations. Analyze character 
interactions as they develop plot. Identify a series of ideas or events that are 
connected. 

RL.9-10.3 
RI.9-10.3 

Identify key words and determine figurative meaning. Identify key words and 
determine connotative meaning. Understand how word choice impacts meaning 
(For example, how language evokes a sense of time and place.) Determine 
formal vs. informal tone. 

RL.9-10.4 
RI.9-10.4 

Understand and describe how an author has chosen to structure a text and order 
events within it.  Analyze how the author’s choices to structure a text and 
manipulate time can create mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader 

RL.9-10.5 
RI.9-10.5 



 

Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural experience is reflected in a 
text.  Determine the author’s overall purpose. 

RL.9-10.6 
RI.9-10.6 

Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums, determining 
which details are emphasized in each account. Compare and contrast various 
accounts of a subject. 

RI.9-10.7 

Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  

RI.9-10.8 

Analyze and reflect on documents of historical and literary significance. Study 
significant concepts as they relate to historical context. 

RI.9-10.9 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

W.9-10.1 

Produce clear and coherent writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. Address what is most significant for a specific purpose 
and audience. 

W.9-10.4 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products. 

W.9-10.6 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

W.9-10.7 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).  

W.9-10.8 

Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.9-10.9  

Write routinely over extended time (and shorter time frames) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in 
light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

SL.9-10.1 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/


Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.5 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English.  

SL.9-10.6 

Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning and interest in writing and 
presentation. 

L.9-10.1 

Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two or more closely related 
independent clauses. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. Know and use 
standard English spelling conventions. 

L.9-10.2 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices to shape the meaning 
and style. 

L.9-10.3 

Use context clues to derive word meaning. Use knowledge of Greek and Latin 
affixes/ roots.  

L.9-10.4 

Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language within a text. Analyze slight 
differences in the meanings of words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and 
walk.) 

L.9-10.5 

Acquire general academic words from content-specific written texts. 
Independently integrate general academic words and domain-specific words into 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.9-10.1 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details, and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.9-10.4 



Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

RL.9-10.5. 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 

RL.9-10.6 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.9-10.1 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.9-10.2 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

RI.9-10.4 

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). 

RI.9-10.5 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose. 

RI.9-10.6 

Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account. 

RI.9-10.7 

Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  

RI.9-10.8 

Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the 

RI.9-10.9 



Rights of Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), 
including how they relate in terms of themes and significant concepts. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical 
fallacies, propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and 
concerns. 
C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claims and counterclaims. 
D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience 
and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 
are writing. 

  E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the 
argument presented. 

W.9-10.1A,B,C,D,
E 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.9-10.4 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity 
to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

W.9-10.6 

Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

● Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., 
how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]"). 

● Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning"). 

W.9-10.9. 



Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); 
develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed 
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge 
ideas and conclusions.  
D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

SL.9-10.1A,B,C,D 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.5 



Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English. (See grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific 
expectations.) 

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; 
noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety 
and interest to writing or presentations. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or 
more closely related independent clauses.  
B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  
C. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.2 A-C 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 
                A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek and 
Latin roots and affixes. 
C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
college-level dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology. 

L.9-10.4A-D 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/


D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 
B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 
an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 
may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 

Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 
conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 



Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 
Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 
managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
(Some terms are reviewed and/or taught in context that is appropriate to this unit of study) 

Mawkish (adj.): someone who is sickly sentimental; very emotional 
Limber (adj.): someone/something that is very flexible 
Gnarled (adj.): something (often a tree) that is bent/twisted; having a rugged appearance; as a person 
someone who is grumpy 
Pique (v.): to arouse an emotion or to provoke a reaction  
Books 22 and 23 
Tottered (v.): to shake, tremble; to walk in a rocking motion 
Infernal (adj.): something hellish or fiendish 
Rummage (v.): to search thoroughly 
Callous (adj.): being insensitive, cruel and/or unsympathetic 
Broached (v.): to mention, to suggest something for the first time 
Book 24 
Wraiths (n.): an apparition of a living person (supposed to be dead) 
Waned (v.): to decrease in strength or in intensity 
Sloth (n.): indolence or laziness 
Distraught (adj.): being deeply agitated, upset 



Affront (n.): an offense to one’s dignity, pride, an act of disrespect; (v.):  to offend by a public display 
of disrespect 

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 

● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

 
Learning Activities: 

● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Anchor Activities 

 
Essential Questions: 
Why is it important for people and cultures to construct narratives about their experience? 
What is a hero? 
What is the role of a hero in a culture? 
How are belief systems represented and reproduced through literature? 
To what extent do belief systems shape and reflect culture and society? 
How do our values and beliefs shape who we are as individuals and influence our behavior? 
 
Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings: 
Students will read and respond to The Odyssey  
They will identify and analyze the literary elements and literary devices used  
They will discuss their opinions on whether or not Odysseus is a hero and why. 
They will apply other heroism from other pieces of literature 
They will define "epic" and identify the traits of an epic. 
They will discuss the stages of the hero cycle  
They will identify themes from the literature and give examples from the text that relate to the themes. 
Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts:  
 



Elements of epic poetry:  
● Are epic heroes brave, smart, or lucky? (Argumentative)  
● What are the elements of poetry/epic poetry and mythology? 
● What skills are necessary when studying and interpreting poetry? 
● What are the essential characteristics of an epic hero and how has mythology influenced literary 

text? 
 
Connecting texts to historical context and other literary skills: 

● How can we understand the way a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its 
historical period? 

● Develop opinions/arguments regarding specific historical events/belief systems. 
● Develop an argument based on epic themes and class discussion.  
● Discuss the elements of setting (e.g., time, place, environment) and find examples of how time, 

place, and environment are used the stories.  
● Explore the historical content of various texts. Determine how this effects story/character 

development.  
● Create a character map of one of the characters from the novel read, citing specific examples 

from the text. 
● Research authors through biographies, autobiographies, and copies of interviews; present 

findings to the class 
● Write a variety of responses to literature, poetry and informational text, including short answers, 

open-ended questions, analytical essays, research essays, and narrative essays. 
● Learn how to properly cite from text as evidence to support statements and arguments, using 

proper MLA in-text citations and Works Cited pages. 
● Read short stories and articles and answer close-reading questions based on the themes of this 

unit.  
 
 
Instructional Materials: 

● Textbook 
● Google Classroom  
● G-Suite 
● Smartboard 
● Internet  
● IXL 

Stories 
● Mythology (Edith Hamilton) 

Poems 
● The Odyssey (Homer)  
● “The Lotos-Eaters” (Alfred, Lord Tennyson) 
● Excerpts from “Endymion” (John Keats)  
● “The Song of Hiawatha” (Henry Wadsworth Longfellow)  
● Excerpts from the Ramayana (attributed to the Hindu sage Valmiki) 



 

Suggested Informational Texts 
● Excerpts from Bill Pickney’s Commitment to Sailing (1994) 
● Excerpts from Odysseus in America: Combat Trauma and the Trials of Homecoming (Jonathan 

Shay) 
● Excerpts from Goodbye, Darkness: A Memoir of the Pacific War (William Manchester) 
● Soldier’s Heart: Reading Literature Through Peace and War at West Point (Elizabeth D. 

Samet) 
● Operation Homecoming: Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Home Front in the Words of U.S. Troops 

and Their Families (Andrew Carroll, ed.) 
● The Hero with a Thousand Faces (Joseph Campbell) 

 

Suggested Art, Music, and Media 
● Anonymous, An Egyptian Lotus Plant (1834) 
● Anonymous The Blinding of Polyphemus , Greek Hydra  
● Alessandro Allori, Scylla and Charybdis (1560) 
● Film adaptation The Odyssey  

 
 
 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 



● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 
thinking 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

 



● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 

Benway School 
Unit 3 

Content Area: ELA 1  
Unit Title: Drama (Paired with nonfiction text)   Writing Focus: Narrative/ Informational 
Grade Level: 9 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will explore the elements of drama and how they 
transcend the stage. The recurring themes of fate and free will allow for exploration of text, society and 
self. Students will write a detailed composition in which they analyze elements of drama. They will also 
explore the benefits of theater and harnessing of one’s “fears” on and off stage. Oral presentations and 
rich discussions will be pivotal throughout this unit. This content knowledge will be mastered through 
differentiated activities, multiple means of assessment, and enhancement of prior knowledge. Students 
will be encouraged to draw real world connections between literary texts and contemporary issues. 
Informative texts will supplement deeper understanding of literary texts and vice versa. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings and identify explicit and 
implicit textual evidence. Draw connections between various texts and global 
issues/ other texts.  Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize objectively. Draw 
conclusions/make logical judgments about the information within the text on the 
basis of evidence and prior conclusions/prior experience 

RL.9-10.1 
RI.9-10.1 

Determine a theme and central idea. Analyze how details develop the 
theme/central idea. Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined 
or strengthened by key details. Formulate an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 
RI.9-10.2 

Identify the details that develop characters as dynamic or complex versus static 
or flat. Identify multiple/conflicting character motivations. Analyze character 

RL.9-10.3 
RI.9-10.3 



interactions as they develop plot. Identify a series of ideas or events that are 
connected. 

Identify key words and determine figurative meaning. Identify key words and 
determine connotative meaning. Understand how word choice impacts meaning 
(For example, how language evokes a sense of time and place.) Determine 
formal vs. informal tone. 

RL.9-10.4 
RI.9-10.4 

Understand and describe how an author has chosen to structure a text and order 
events within it.  Analyze how the author’s choices to structure a text and 
manipulate time can create mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader 

RL.9-10.5 
RI.9-10.5 

Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural experience is reflected in a 
text.  Determine the author’s overall purpose. 

RL.9-10.6 
RI.9-10.6 

Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums, determining 
which details are emphasized in each account. 

RI.9-10.7 

Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  

RI.9-10.8 

Analyze and reflect on documents of historical and literary significance. RI.9-10.9 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.9-10.3 

Determine writing task type and its appropriate organizational structure. Identify 
and understand the writing purpose.  Determine and address the audience 
appropriately 

W.9-10.4 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products. 

W.9-10.6 

Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames, for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively. 

W.9-10.8 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative with peers on 
grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  

SL.9-10.1 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/


Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.5 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English.  

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

L.9-10.2A,B,C 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.9-10.4A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain 

RL.9-10.1 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details, and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.9-10.4 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

RL.9-10.5 



Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 

RL.9-10.6 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden's 
"Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

RL.9-10.7 

. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

RL.9-10.9 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.9-10.1 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.9-10.2 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.  

RI.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

RI.9-10.4 

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). 

RI.9-10.5 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose. 

RI.9-10.6 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 
B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 
C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on 
one another to create a coherent, complete, and comprehensive piece. 

W.9-10.3 



D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 

                E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced,  observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.9-10.4 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA 
or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity 
to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

W.9-10.6 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).  

W.9-10.7, 
W.9-10.8, 

W.9-10.9A,B 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

SL.9-10.1.A.Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate 
a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
SL.9-10.1.B.Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate 
views); develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student 
developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 
SL.9-10.1.C.Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions 
that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; 
actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions.  

SL.9-10.1A,B,C,D 



SL.9-10.1.D.Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in 
light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.5 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English. (See grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific 
expectations.) 

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 

              B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to 
writing or presentations. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or 
more closely related independent clauses.  
B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  

             C. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.2A,B,C 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 
               A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.9-10.4A-D 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/


A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek and 
Latin roots and affixes. 
C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
college-level dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology. 

             D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 

              B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 
an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 



Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, 
industrial revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they 
may have changed to meet human needs and wants. 

8.2.12.B.4 

Synthesize data, analyze trends and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a 
technology on the individual, society, or the environment and publish 
conclusions. 

8.2.12.D.6 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 
Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 
managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 
Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
(Some terms are reviewed and/or taught in context that is appropriate to this unit of study) 

exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, dramatic irony, soliloquy, protagonist- 
antagonist, prologue, foreshadowing, dramatic reverse 



Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments 

● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

Learning Activities: 
● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Anchor Activities 

 
Essential Questions: 
- How do technological elements enhance the telling of a story? 
- How do we agree to collaborate on the direction of our work? 
- How does culture and society use drama/theater to  articulate, process, and address the greater issues 
of their time?  
- How does culture affect the content and production of dramatic performances? 
-How are social concepts reflected in theater and daily life? 
-How are historic, cultural, economic, religious, and ethical aspects of a society reflected in a drama? 
-What is drama and what literary elements (i.e., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) are 
utilized in drama? 
-How does drama differ from other literary genres? 
-How does modern drama differ from earlier drama? 
(i.e., Shakespeare, Sophocles) 
 
Big Ideas/Understandings: 
Students will describe the influence of historical events on the development of the English language 
Students will demonstrate understanding of literary elements and literary passages/texts 

a) identify characteristics of different types of literary texts (e.g., comedies, tragedies, satires, 
parodies) 

b) explain the main ideas of a passage and identify the key ideas or information that support them 



 
Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts:  

● Identify and explain the elements of drama in general  
● Explain the structure of the plot(s) and describe the dramatic techniques the playwright uses to 

advance them. 
● Trace the development of major and minor characters and explain how characterization 

advances the plot or theme. 
● Understand definitions of comedy and tragedy and explain how the other works studied 

exemplify the term “tragedy.” 
● Analyze the playwright’s use of irony. 
● Identify the poetic devices used in Romeo and Juliet and explain their effect. 

 
Answer key questions verbally and in various forms of composition:  

● Are we governed by fate or free will? 
● How do elements of drama transcend the stage? 
● How did drama come into being? 
● How does one harness the energy of stage fright? 
● What personal benefits accrue from participation in theater? 

 
Instructional Materials: 
● Textbook 
● G-Suite 
● Smartboard 
● Internet  
● Edmodo 
 
Suggested Literary Texts 

Plays 
● Romeo and Juliet (William Shakespeare)  
● The Miracle Worker (William Gibson) 
● Death of a Salesman 

Suggested Informational Texts 

Informational Text  
● Excerpt on Tale of Doomed Lovers Pulls Romantic to Verona (1996) 
● Excerpt on Sign Language: The Game Within  the Game of Baseball  by Tim Kurkjian (1997) 
● From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller (1902) 

Suggested Art, Music, and Media 

● Prompt:  What similarities exist between how playwrights and painters depict tragedy? 
● Pablo Picasso, Portrait of a Man (1523) 
● Sir Frank Dicksee, The Ball Scene from Romeo and Juliet (1882) 



● Artemisia Gentileschi, Judith and Her Maidservant with the Head of Holofernes (1625) 
● Sarah Gibson  Kate and Keller’s Illumination (1968) 
● Film adaptation of Romeo and Juliet 
● Film adaptation of  The Miracle Worker 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 
by the IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
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● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 
media, as available and appropriate 

● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 

Benway School 
Unit 4 

Content Area: ELA-1 
Unit Title:  The Power of Poetry          Writing Focus: Informational/ Research Writing 



Grade Level: 9 
Unit Overview: Throughout this unit, students will identify various forms of poetry, poetic devices and 
forms. They will explore the social and historical context of poetry, as they explore authors’ purposes. 
Students will continually asks themselves and others the question, “How does poetry reveal that which 
we might not otherwise recognize within ourselves, our communities, society, and the world as a 
whole?” The required literary research paper, culminating the themes, analyses and key skills in this 
unit, will include at least three cited sources and will follow MLA format. This content knowledge will 
be mastered through differentiated activities, multiple means of assessment, and enhancement of prior 
knowledge. Students will be encouraged to draw real world connections between literary texts and 
contemporary issues. Informative texts will supplement deeper understanding of literary texts and vice 
versa.  
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks  

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings and identify explicit and 
implicit textual evidence. Draw connections between various texts and global 
issues/ other texts.  Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize objectively. Draw 
conclusions/make logical judgments about the information within the text on the 
basis of evidence and prior conclusions/prior experience 

RL.9-10.1 
RI.9-10.1 

Determine a theme and central idea. Analyze how details develop the 
theme/central idea. Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined 
or strengthened by key details. Formulate an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 
RI.9-10.2 

Identify the details that develop characters as dynamic or complex versus static 
or flat. Identify multiple/conflicting character motivations. Analyze character 
interactions as they develop plot. Identify a series of ideas or events that are 
connected. 

RL.9-10.3 
RI.9-10.3 

Identify key words and determine figurative meaning. Identify key words and 
determine connotative meaning. Understand how word choice impacts meaning 
(For example, how language evokes a sense of time and place.) Determine 
formal vs. informal tone. 

RL.9-10.4 
RI.9-10.4 

Understand and describe how an author has chosen to structure a text and order 
events within it.  Analyze how the author’s choices to structure a text and 
manipulate time can create mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader 

RL.9-10.5 
RI.9-10.5 

Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural experience is reflected in a 
text.  Determine the author’s overall purpose. 

RL.9-10.6 
RI.9-10.6 

Recognize when an author draws on and then transforms source material (such as 
a theme or topic) from another text. 

RL.9-10.9 
RI.9-10.9 

Closely read various forms of literature independently and fluently, including 
stories, dramas, and poems 

RL.9-10.10 
RI.9-10.10 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

W.9-10.2 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.9-10.4 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/


Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products. 

W.9-10.6 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively. 

W.9-10.8 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative with peers on 
grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.  

SL.9-10.1 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.5 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English.  

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

L.9-10.2A,B,C 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.9-10.4A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain 

RL.9-10.1 



Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details, and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.9-10.4 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

RL.9-10.5 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 

RL.9-10.6 

Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material 
in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology 
or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

RL.9-10.9 

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed 

RL.9-10.10 

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.9-10.1 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.9-10.2 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.  

RI.9-10.3 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

RI.9-10.4 



Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). 

RI.9-10.5 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose 

RI.9-10.6 

Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), 
including how they relate in terms of themes and significant concepts. 

RI.9-10.9 

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.  

RI.9-10.10 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to 
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
 Provide a concluding paragraph or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.9-10.2 



Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.9-10.4 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

W.9-10.5 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity 
to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

W.9-10.6 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation 

W.9-10.7 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).  

W.9-10.8 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.9-10.10 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); 
develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed 
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 

SL.9-10.1A,B,C,D 



C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge 
ideas and conclusions.  
D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.2 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.9-10.3 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience 

SL.9-10.4 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest 

SL.9-10.5 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English.  

SL.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
                 B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to 
writing or presentations 

L.9-10.1A,B 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or 
more closely related independent clauses.  
B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  

L.9-10.2A,B,C 



 C. Spell correctly. 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language. 

L.9-10.3A 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 
text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek and 
Latin roots and affixes. 
C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 
college-level dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 

L.9-10.4 A-D 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context 
and analyze their role in the text. 
.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9-10.5A,B 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.9-10.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

Indicator 



(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual 
worlds to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

8.1.12.A.3 

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration 
with peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in 
an online community. 

8.1.12.C.1 

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to an original work. 

8.1.12.D.1 

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and 
disclosure, and on dissemination of personal information. 

8.1.12.D.2 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact 
on educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

8.1.12.F.1 

Demonstrate an understanding of the problem-solving capacity of computers in 
our world. 

8.2.12.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and 
foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 9.2.12.C.1 
Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 9.2.12.C.3 
Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment 
trends and future education. 

9.2.12.C.4 

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require 
knowledge of world languages and diverse cultures. 

9.2.12.C.5 

Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and 
identify the knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and 
managing a business. 

9.2.12.C.6 

Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers 
and employees in the global workplace. 

9.2.12.C.7 

Analyze the correlation between personal and financial behavior and 
employability. 

9.2.12.C.9 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. CRP9 



Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. CRP10 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
(Some terms are reviewed and/or taught in context that is appropriate to this unit of study)  

poetry, line, tone, stanza, irony, meter, verbal irony, internal rhyme, situational irony, end rhyme. 
dramatic irony, narrative poetry, allusion, lyric poetry, imagery, dramatic poetry, figurative language, 
ballad, cinquain, blank verse, epic simile, haiku, rhythm,  pentameter, rhyme scheme, scansion, sensory 
details, alliteration, sonnet, consonance, word choice, assonance, onomatopoeia, form, speaker, theme 

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 
 

● Poem Analysis 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● Literature circles  
● Writer's workshop  
● Book report assignment  
● Presentations  
● Class discussions and debates 
● Close Reading 
● Make connections to the outside world and own life through reading and writing  
● Summarize reading 
● Homework 
● Tests/quizzes 
● Essays/compositions 
● Reports 
● Journal entries 
● Discussions 
● Notebook assignments 
● Peer evaluations 
● Daily oral language 

 
Learning Activities: 

● Differentiated Instructional Groups and Activities  
● Small group/ large group discussion  
● Investigation of key concepts & principles 
● Poem analyses and open class discussion 
● Seminar  
● Anchor Activities 

 
Essential Questions: 
-How does communication change us? 
-In communicating with others, how do we use literal and figurative language to write, 
speak, and present effectively? 
-How can collaboration extend, challenge and broaden our ideas? 



-How does poetry contribute to our understanding of self, others, and the world? 
-How does the use of voice empower an individual? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Students will be able to: 
-Analyze a variety of poetic forms. 
-Recognize a variety of literary features. 
-Validate understanding through textual references supporting multiple interpretations. 
-Apply strategies for determining meaning of vocabulary in context. 
-Explain personal and/or world connections to themes in literature. 
-Use sentence patterns of standard spoken and written language to produce relevant 
and assignment-driven texts. 
-Demonstrate an understanding that parallel structure means using the same 
grammatical form to express equal or parallel ideas. 
-Evaluate the impact of language as related to audience and purpose 
-realize that people communicate through words and word choice is critical to the effective 
conveyance of the message. 
 
Work individually and collaboratively to explore key concepts:  
 

● How does poetry reveal what we might not otherwise recognize? 
● In what ways can we examine the power and expressive potential of imagery and other kinds of 

figurative language? 
● In what ways is poetry from a variety of cultures, noting the ways in which the poetic form is 

universal? 
● What is literary criticism and how do authors’ reflections of poetry showcase their critiques of               

the genre? 
 
Draw connections to other texts:  

● Discuss the elements of poetry and find examples of how time, place, and environment impact 
themes, purposes and connections to various audiences.  

● Explore the historical content of various texts. Determine how this effects development.  
● Create poetry that explores personal, historical, and contemporary themes. Articulate these 

themes.  
● Research authors through biographies, autobiographies, and copies of interviews; present 

findings to the class. Discuss how these findings impact the content of each authors’ work 
(poetry.) 

● Write a variety of responses to literature and informational text, including short answers, 
open-ended questions, analytical essays, research essays, and narrative essays. 

● Understand and articulate how life experiences are portrayed in poetry as well as informational 
texts. Articulate these connections.  

● Learn how to properly cite from text as evidence to support statements, using proper MLA 
in-text citations and Works Cited pages. 

● Read short stories and articles and answer close-reading questions based on chosen passages 
and poems.  



 
Instructional Materials: 

● G-Suite  
● Textbook  
● Smartboard 
●  Internet 
● IXL 

Suggested Poems 
● “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” (Wordsworth)  
● “The Raven” (Edgar Allan Poe)  
● “Sonnet 73” (William Shakespeare)  
● “A Red, Red Rose” (Burns)  
● “We grow accustomed to the Dark” (Emily Dickinson)  
● “A Noiseless Patient Spider” (Whitman)  
● “The Road not Taken” (Frost)  
● “Love Is” (Nikki Giovanni)  
● “Sympathy” (Dunbar)  
● “Saturday’s Child” (Countée Cullen)  
● “Theme for English B” (Langston Hughes)  
● “ My Mother Combs my Hair” (Divakaruni) 
● “The Gift” (Li-Young Lee) 
● “The Lady of Shalott” (Alfred, Lord Tennyson) 
● “The Underground” (Seamus Heaney) 
● “In Trackless Woods” (Richard Wilbur) 
● “The Reader” (Richard Wilbur) 
● “Walking Distance” (Debra Allbery) 
● “Morning Glory” (Angelou) 
● Haiku selections (Basho, Peake, Chiyo) 

Supporting Materials 
 

●  “On Summer” (Lorraine Hansberry) 
● “The Island Within” Time Magazine (Leslie Marshall) 

Suggested Art, Music, and Media 
● Prompt: "What similarities can we find between great poems and masterpieces of other kinds?" 

Music 
● “Barbara Allen”  Glencoe World of Music CD 
● William Wordsworth's Beautiful World” Glencoe World of Music CD 

 
Art and Architecture 

● Alma Woodsey Thomas The Eclipse, (1970) 
● Yoshitoshi, “The Moon has No Home in the Water” (1889) 
● Gauguin, “The Meal (the Bananas)” (1891) 



Suggested Essay 
● Excerpts from On Finding a Latino Voice (Alvarez) 
● From All God’s Children Need Traveling Shoes (Angelou) 
● Sayonara (Lindbergh) 

Suggested Speeches 
● “A New Generation of Americans” (JF Kennedy) 
● “Put Down the Backpack” (Quindlen) 
● Nobel Prize in Literature Acceptance Speech 1949 (William Faulkner)  
● “Sinews of Peace Address” (Winston Churchill) and/or “Brandenburg Gate Address” (Ronald 

Reagan) 

Suggested Art 
● Levine, The Quest (1889) 
● Bootman, Paddywagon Party (2001) 
● Freeman, The Three Graces (1997) 
● Leonardo da Vinci, Possible Self-Portrait of Leonardo da Vinci (c.1513) 
● Rembrandt van Rijn, Self-Portrait at an early age (1628) 
● Rembrandt van Rijn, Self-Portrait at the Age of 63 (1669) 
● Artemisia Gentileschi, Self-Portrait as the Allegory of Painting (1630s) 
● Jacob Lawrence, Self-Portrait (1977) 
● Gustave Courbet, The Desperate Man (self-portrait) (1843) 
● Louisa Matthíasdóttir, Self-Portrait with Dark Coat (No Date) 
● Francis Bacon, Self-Portrait (1973) 
● Balthus, Le roi des chats (The king of cats) (1935) 
● Pablo Picasso, Self-Portrait (1907) 
● Maria Terrazas, Woman in Cordilleran Night  (1996) 
 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning 
environment) 

Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 
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● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 
Students with Disabilities 

(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptation, and/or modifications as determined 

by the IEP team) 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments, 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 



● Student requires more complex assignments to 
be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 
 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 
 
* Appendix A 
 
Teacher Resources: 

● Close Reading Informational Text. "Up From Slavery" 
(Chapter 1) 

● 9th and 10th Grade Close Reading Units  
● Developing Core Proficiencies from Engage New York 

● Analyzing Famous Speeches as Arguments 
● Analyzing Character Development in Three Short 

Stories About Women   
● EBSCOHOST- High Schools  

● Lessons to Use with Popular Stories 
● Lessons to Use with Anthologies 

● English Language Arts Methods. Grades 9-12 Model 
Lessons 

● Planning to Assess. How to Align Your Instruction 
● Close Reading of Literary Texts 

● Writing Explanatory Text in Response to President 
Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address 

● Writing an Argumentative Essay About the First 
Chapter of "Up From Slavery" 

● Developing Persuasive Arguments Through Ethical 
Inquiry. Two Prewriting Strategies 

● Spend a Day in My Shoes. Exploring the Role of 
Perspective in Narrative 

● ELA Grade 9 Speaking & Listening 
● Conver-Stations. A Discussion Strategy 

● Using Debate to Develop Thinking and Speaking 
● Analyzing Famous Speeches as Arguments 

● For Arguments Sake. Playing “Devil’s Advocate” 
with Non Fiction Texts  

● The Pros and Cons of Discussion 
● Developing Core Proficiencies from Engage New 

York 
● Lessons to Use with Popular Stories 

● Lessons to Use with Anthologies 
● English Language Arts Methods. Grades 9-12 

Model Lessons 
● Literacy TA 

● Blogtopia. Blogging About Your Own Utopia 
● Teaching Channel Presents. Inquiry-Based Teaching 

● Inquiry Graphic Organizer 
● Review Redux. Introducing Literary Criticism 

Through Reception Moments 

https://learnzillion.com/resources/72789-close-reading-informational-text-up-from-slavery-chapter-1
https://learnzillion.com/resources/72789-close-reading-informational-text-up-from-slavery-chapter-1
https://learnzillion.com/resources/57305-9th-and-10th-grade-close-reading-units-informational-texts
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-famous-speeches-arguments-30526.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-character-development-three-1006.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-character-development-three-1006.html
https://www.ebscohost.com/us-high-schools
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/812/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-popular-stories-secondary-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/792/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-anthologies-secondary-list-pg
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/09/planning-to-assess-parcc/
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/close-reading-literary-texts-31012.html
https://learnzillion.com/resources/72272-writing-explanatory-text-in-response-to-president-lincoln-s-second-inaugural-address
https://learnzillion.com/resources/72272-writing-explanatory-text-in-response-to-president-lincoln-s-second-inaugural-address
https://learnzillion.com/resources/72251-writing-an-argumentative-essay-about-the-first-chapter-of-up-from-slavery
https://learnzillion.com/resources/72251-writing-an-argumentative-essay-about-the-first-chapter-of-up-from-slavery
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/developing-persuasive-arguments-through-30744.html?tab=4#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/developing-persuasive-arguments-through-30744.html?tab=4#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spend-shoes-exploring-role-265.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spend-shoes-exploring-role-265.html
https://www.opened.com/lesson_plan/lesson-plan-for-ela-grade-9-unit-4-speaking-and-listening/3835765
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/conver-stations-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-economics-with-debating
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-famous-speeches-arguments-30526.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/argument-sake-playing-devil-31105.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/argument-sake-playing-devil-31105.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/pros-cons-discussion-819.html
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/812/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-popular-stories-secondary-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/792/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-anthologies-secondary-list-pg
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.literacyta.com/literacy-standards/common-core/speaking
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/blogtopia-blogging-about-your-942.html
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/tch-presents-inquiry-based-teaching
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/acre/standards/common-core-tools/organizers/ela/inquiry.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/review-redux-introducing-literary-801.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/review-redux-introducing-literary-801.html


● PARCC Scoring Rubric for Prose Constructed 
Response Items 

● Purdue Online Writing Lab 
● Vocabulary Paint Chips 

● Vocabulary Graphic Organizer 
● ELA Grade 9 Language Conventions 

● The Passion of Punctuation 
● Developing Core Proficiencies from Engage New York 

● Lessons to Use with Popular Stories 
● Lessons to Use with Anthologies 

● English Language Arts Methods. Grades 9-12 Model 
Lessons 

 

● Assessing Cultural Relevance. Exploring Personal 
Connections to a Text 

● Developing Core Proficiencies from Engage New 
York 

● Lessons to Use with Popular Stories 
● Lessons to Use with Anthologies 

● English Language Arts Methods. Grades 9-12 
Model Lessons 

● How to Encourage Higher Order Thinking 
● Bloom's Taxonomy & Depth of Knowledge 

 

PARCC Writing Rubric: Used for all writing 
https://parcc.pearson.com/resources/Practice-Tests/ELA_GR/ELA_L_Grade_6-11_July_2015_U
pdated_Rubric_v3.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://parcc.pearson.com/resources/practice-tests/english/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015.pdf
http://parcc.pearson.com/resources/practice-tests/english/Grade6-11-ELA-LiteracyScoringRubric-July2015.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/build-student-vocabulary
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/acre/standards/common-core-tools/organizers/ela/vocabulary.pdf
https://www.opened.com/lesson_plan/lesson-plan-for-ela-grade-9-unit-1-language-conventions/3835725
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/passion-punctuation-30809.html?tab=4#tabs
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/812/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-popular-stories-secondary-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/792/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-anthologies-secondary-list-pg
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/assessing-cultural-relevance-exploring-1003.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/assessing-cultural-relevance-exploring-1003.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://www.engageny.org/resource/developing-core-proficiencies-program-units-in-ela-literacy
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/812/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-popular-stories-secondary-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/dashboard/300/search/1/1/0/1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10/11/12/page/792/search-for-lessons-to-use-with-anthologies-secondary-list-pg
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/preservice-resources/7523
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/tips-howtos/encourage-higher-order-thinking-30624.html
http://www.stancoe.org/SCOE/iss/common_core/overview/overview_depth_of_knowledge.htm
https://parcc.pearson.com/resources/Practice-Tests/ELA_GR/ELA_L_Grade_6-11_July_2015_Updated_Rubric_v3.pdf
https://parcc.pearson.com/resources/Practice-Tests/ELA_GR/ELA_L_Grade_6-11_July_2015_Updated_Rubric_v3.pdf

