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Benway School 
Content Area: Writing 
Grade Level: 1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. RL.1.1 
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. RI.1.1 
Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.1.1 

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

W.1.2 

Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details 
regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.1.3 

With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and 
self-reflection, and add details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 

W.1.5 

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 

W.1.6 

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic 
and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

W.1.7 

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

W.1.8 

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups.  

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at 
a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 

SL.1.1 

 



C. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media. 

SL.1.2 

Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 

SL.1.3 

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. SL.1.4 
Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. SL.1.5 
Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. SL.1.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
A. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
B. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
C. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 
D. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, 

everything). 
E. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk 

home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 
F. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
G. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 
H. Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 
I. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 
J. Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and 

exclamatory sentences in response to prompts. 

L.1.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.  

A. Capitalize dates and names of people. 
B. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
C. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 
D. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring 

irregular words. 
E. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

L.1.2 

 



 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.  

A. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
B. Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection (e.g., -ed, -s, - ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue 

to the meaning of a word. 
C. Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, 

looking). 

L.1.4 

With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings.  

A. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent. 

B. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger 
is a large cat with stripes). 

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 
D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, 

glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them 
or by acting out the meanings. 

L.1.5 

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, 
including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

L.1.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 8.1.2.A.1 
Create a document using a word processing application. 8.1.2.A.2 
Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources. 8.1.2.B.1 
Develop an understanding of ownership of print and nonprint information. 8.1.2.D.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them. 9.1.4.G.1 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_MediaRich.html


Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and community. 9.2.4.A.2 
Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and 
career success.  

9.2.4.A.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 
 
  

 



First Grade: Writing Unit 1 
 Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail, and Dialogue 

September-October (6-8 weeks) 
Essential Questions:  

● What is a personal narrative? 
● How can writers share ideas in written form? 
● How can we make out stories come to life? 
● How can writers make their writing easy for their readers 

to understand? 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Writers select a small moment seed idea and engage in the 

writing process. 
● Writers study authors’ crafting techniques and include 

them in their own stories. 
● Writers fix and fancy up their best work. 
● Writers can incorporate word study concepts and high 

frequency word walls to make writing more 
understandable to others. 

1: Students will use 
events from their 
lives—things they do or 
things that have 
happened to them—to 
write small moment 
stories. 

2: Students will plan 
what they want to write 
about before they start 
writing.  

3: Students will utilize 
pictures to help them add 
words to tell their 
stories. 

4: Students will spell by 
stretching out each word, 
listening for all the 
sounds and recording 
what they hear. 

5: Students will write 
with focus. 

6: Students will talk to 
other writers about their 
writing, storytelling their 
ideas out loud. 

7: Students will reread 
their own writing just 
like they read published 
books, making sure their 
writing is clear and 
makes sense for their 
readers. 

8: Students will bring 
their stories to life by 
making their characters 
move and speak. 

9: Students will bring 
their stories to life by 
unfolding the action bit 
by bit. 

10: Students will bring 
their stories to life by 
making characters think 
and feel. 

11: Students will act out 
what really happened in 
their stories, then add 
those details to their 
writing.  

12: Students will utilize 
words they know to spell 
to help them spell new 
and more challenging 
words. 
 

13: Students will add 
punctuation marks to 
their writing to help their 
readers read their stories. 

14: Students will study 
author’s craft, seeing 
what special things the 
authors do that they 
could try in their own 
writing. 

15: Students will 
emulate craft moves in 
their own writing, such 
as helping their readers 
make a movie in their 
mind by including the 

 



 exact actions of their 
characters. 

16: Students will 
emulate craft moves in 
their own writing, such 
as giving their readers 
clues about how to read 
their story by including 
writing words bigger and 
bolder for emphasis. 

17: Students will turn to 
books they love to find 
new tips for writing well 
and for ideas they can 
try in their own pieces. 

18: Students will fix up 
published pieces that 
they especially love. 

19: Students will reread 
their writing using an 
editing checklist to make 
their writing easy to read 
for their readers. 

20: Students will get 
their books ready to 
publish by including a 
title, detailed pictures, 
and a cover. 
 

21: Students will 
celebrate the work they 
have done by sharing 
their writing with an 
audience. 

    

Additional Teaching Points: Can be taught in Mini-lessons, Conferences, Strategy Groups, Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared/Interactive Writing, Word Study, and/or Vocabulary Lessons 
● Immersion Week Activities: Pre-assessment, goal setting, read aloud mentor texts, shared reading, shared/interactive writing 
● FAR Week Activities: Post-assessment, quick publish, celebration, reflection, reteach/extend 

o Celebration Ideas:  
▪ Allow students to choose their favorite small moment and share it with the whole class 

● Writers use a writing process to communicate and learn techniques to use to begin and write a story. 
Writers understand that everyone can be an author by: 

1. Thinking about something they do/did (small moment). 
2. Planning their writing  
3. Making a picture of a small moment in their mind. 
4. Drawing a picture of an event (small moment) on their paper. 
5. Writing about their drawing. 

 
Writers plan their writing by: 

1. Thinking of an idea for a story. 
2. Using Touch and Tell (touching each page and saying what they will write). 

 



3. Sketching on each page. 
 
Writers sketch/draw pictures to share ideas by: 

1. Closing their eyes and thinking about what they want to draw and what it looks like. 
2. Drawing the best they can and not giving up. 

 
Writers follow the saying, “When you’re done, you’ve just begun,” and go back and revise their writing by: 

1. Adding more to their pictures. 
2. Adding more to their words. 
3. Sometimes adding a new piece of paper. 
4. Asking if they included the Who? Where? When? What? and How? in their story. 

 
Writers can plan and revise their writing with a partner by: 

1. Using a Personal Narrative Editing Checklist. 
2. Telling their partners what they want to write and asking each other if their stories make sense. 
3. Rereading their writing to their partners to make sure their writing matches what they told them. 
4. Having meaningful conversations about their writing to help each other make stories that are easy to read. 

 
● Writers use conventions so others can read their work. 
Writers use ending punctuation by: 

1. Thinking of a whole sentence or thought and writing it without stopping until they get to the end of the idea.  Put a period at the 
end. 

2. Thinking of a new thought, starting with a capital letter, and writing until the idea/thought is done.  Put another period at the 
end. 

3. Using exclamation marks to end thoughts that show strong feelings. 
4. Thinking if a sentence has an answer to find out.  They use questions marks to end sentences that ask the reader something. 

 
Writers use capital letters when they write to show: 

1. A new thought.  Each sentence begins with a capital letter. 
2. A person’s name.  The first letter of a person’s name (first and last) must be a capital letter. 
3. The word I.   
4. The date.  The first letter of days of the week and months of the year must be a capital letter. 

 



 
● Writers use pattern book structures. 
Writers look at and use the books they read to help them write by: 

1. Adding detail to their writing and writing as many lines as they see in the pattern books they read. 
2. Using detail to make the reader understand every part of the small moment. 
3. Putting themselves back into the shoes of the characters in their story to make sure it makes sense. 
4. Making sure their story has a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
5. Closing the story by staying within the small moment. 

 
Writers bring their stories to life by: 

1. Unfolding the action bit by bit. 
2. Making the characters think and feel. 
3. Adding dialogue to their writing. 

a. Rereading their story and thinking back to the moment they are writing about. 
b. Thinking about the actual words that someone said. 
c. Going back and adding dialogue into the words and into the pictures. 

4. Adding feelings that they may have had during the moment. 
5. Including thoughts about what happened in the small moment. 
6. Telling the reader how they reacted to events in the story. 
7. Including adjectives (describing words) to add detail. 

 
● Writers can incorporate word study concepts and high frequency word walls to make writing more understandable to others. 
Writers write new and unknown words by: 

1. Stretching words out like a rubber band to hear each sound. 
2. Saying the word slowly and writing what they hear. 
3. Saying the word over and over again to hear the first sound.  When they know the sound, write it on the paper. 

a. Reading what they have already put down on the paper, sliding their finger under the letters.   
b. Hearing the next sound, write it, reread it, sliding their finger under each letter. 
c. Doing that until there are no more sounds. 

2. Saying the word out loud and listening to what they hear at the beginning and end.  “Do I know another word with the same 
beginning/end?” 

3. Using other words that sound like that word to help write it. 

 



 
Writers use words that they “just know” by: 

1. Writing words from their word wall quickly to make writing go faster. 
2. Using their word wall to write words they know but don’t know how to spell. 
3. Saying the letters to themselves as they write to remind themselves. 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Author, capitalization, closure, illustrator, narrative, procedures, punctuation, recount, revise, routines, sequence, sketch, small 
moment, temporal words, touch and tell 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and small group conferences/conferring notes 
● Classroom participation 
● Individual and group activities 
● Formal and informal assessments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Writing folders with student work 
● Self-assessment: Student Checklist (see N Drive) 
Instructional Materials: 
● Units of Study 
● Pattern books 
● Picture books 
● Writing folders 
● Writing rubrics (see N Drive) 
● Chart paper 
● Various types of writing paper choice 
● Smartboard 
● Laptops 
 
Mentor Texts: 
● Night of the Veggie Monster by George McClements 
 
Suggested Texts 

 



● Shortcut by Donald Crews 
● Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes  
● Joshua’s Night Whispers by Angela Johnson 
● Peter’s Chair by Ezra Jack Keats 
● The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 
● The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant 
● A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 
 
Suggested Read Alouds: 
● Wave by Suzy Lee 
● Night of the Veggie Monster by George McClements 
● The Best Story by Eileen Spinelli 
● Knuffle Bunny Free: An Unexpected Diversion by Mo Willems {for planning and Touch and Tell} 
● Author: A True Story by Helen Lester 
● Read Anything Good Lately?  by Susan Allen and Jane Lindaman {for capitalization} 
● I Love My New Toy! By Mo Willems 
 
Suggested Author’s 
● Byrd Baylor  
● Eric Carle  
● Joy Cowley  
● Donald Crews  
● Lois Ehlert  
● Judith Viorst  
● Charlotte Zolotow 
Teacher Resources: 
● Heinemann Online Resources Login 
● Google Drive of Literacy Resources 
● https://educationtothecore.com/  
● PARCC Model Content Frameworks K-2  
● NJSLS breakdown by lesson: See N Drive 
 

 

https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz80SKMzxVBwY2QyWjRvZGFPbHc
https://educationtothecore.com/
https://parcc-assessment.org/content/uploads/2017/11/PARCC-K-2-MCF-for-ELA-Literacy-9-24-14.pdf


 
First Grade: Writing Unit 2 

How-To: Informational (If…Then…) 
October-December (6-8 weeks) 

Essential Questions:  
● What is a “how to” manual? 
● How do readers share their knowledge so that readers can 

follow directions? 
● Why is revising important to writers? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Writers generate ideas for “how to” manuals by 

thinking about topics. 
● Writers of manuals focus on one part at a time and 

plan it step-by-step. 
● Writers revise their manual pages by adding to the 

pictures and words and making sure they teach how 
to do something clearly. 

● Writers make writing ready for their readers to learn from 
(spelling and punctuation). 

1: Students will teach all 
about their topic by 
organizing their 
information and using a 
teaching voice. 
 

2: Students will plan 
what they are going to 
say before they write by 
retelling information 
across their fingers, 
sketching, and then 
writing. 

3: Students will try to 
picture who their readers 
will be, then imagine 
and answer the questions 
their readers might ask. 

4: Students will teach 
with pictures and words 
by including illustrations 
in their books to teach 
their readers even more.  

5: Students will spell 
challenging, expert 
words that help teach 
about their topic. 

6: Students will utilize 
readers to revise by 
helping them know 
where to add more 
details and where to 
subtract details. 

7: Students will assess 
how well they are doing 
and set goals to become 
better writers. 

8: Students will reread 
their words closely, 
making sure they have 
included correct 
spelling, capitals, and 
punctuation. 

9: Students will learn 
how a book might go by 
studying books written 
by other authors, 
including their table of 
contents. 

10: Students will plan 
individual chapters the 
same way they plan their 
teaching books by telling 
information across—and 
down—their fingers 
before they write. 

11: Students will utilize 
different strategies to say 
more and teach others by 

12: Students will draw 
on everything they have 
already learned to teach 
their readers, including 

13: Students will write 
an introduction to let the 
reader know what they 
will learn, and write a 

14: Students will teach 
children that nonfiction 
writers fix up their 
writing for readers by 

15: Students will utilize 
all of the tools around 
them to make a plan to 
write their best book 

 



using comparisons to 
teach. 

writing how-to pages, 
persuasive writing, and 
stories in their teaching 
books. 

conclusion that leaves 
their reader with a big 
thought or idea. 

pretending to be a reader 
and also by thinking, 
“Does this match what I 
know about how to write 
this kind of writing 
well?” 

ever including charts, 
mentor texts, and other 
writers. 
 
 

16: Students will utilize 
images and photos to 
help them say more 
about their topics. 

17: Students will utilize 
their voices to help teach 
their readers by deciding 
how to punctuate their 
sentences. 

18: Students will rely on 
all the craft moves 
they’ve learned, even 
those from other genres, 
to write their books. 

19: Students will edit 
their writing so that it is 
ready to be published. 

20: Students will share 
their expertise with an 
audience, teaching about 
their topics and all 
they’ve learned. 

Additional Teaching Points: Can be taught in Mini-lessons, Conferences, Strategy Groups, Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared/Interactive Writing, Word Study, and/or Vocabulary Lessons 
● Immersion Week Activities: Pre-assessment, goal setting, read aloud mentor texts, shared reading, shared/interactive writing 
● FAR Week Activities: Post-assessment, quick publish, celebration, reflection, reteach/extend 

o Celebration Ideas:  
▪ Use a digital camera to take pictures showing the steps in a “How-to” manual 
▪ Write a class “How-to” manual (ex. “How to Do a Fire Drill”) 

● Writers generate ideas for “how to” manuals by thinking about topics they know a lot about. 
Writers can plan about a topic by: 

5. Thinking about something they know how to do. 
6. Thinking about who they want to teach. 
7. Talking with their partner about what to write about. 
8. Talking with a partner about who the reader(s) will be. 
9. Sketching the steps of a book into boxes. 

 
Writers make sure their readers will understand their writing by: 

1. Rehearsing their words out loud as they Touch and Tell each picture step. 
2. Checking that their directions will work by pretending to do each step. 
3. Changing their rehearsal words to make them easier to do. 
4. Asking themselves, “Would I be able to do this if I was following these directions?” 
5. Working with a partner and pretending to do each step. 

 



 
Writers draw clear and precise pictures to help readers understand directions by: 

1. Zooming in to show a specific part or action. 
2. Drawing specific actions so readers know exactly what to do. 

 
● Writers of manuals focus on one part at a time and plan it step-by-step. 
Writers use sections to help the reader follow step-by-step directions by: 

1. Dividing their manuals into parts (introduction, materials, steps, ending). 
2. Using an introduction page to tell the reader why they care about doing this thing. 

a. Using an introduction to talk up the thing you want the reader to do. 
b. Using language that invites the reader to try something new like, “Have you ever wanted to try ___?” 

3. Making a page with a list of materials (what the reader needs). 
4. Using an ending page to wish the reader well. 

a. Using language that encourages the reader like, “Now you can ___,” or “Have fun doing ___.” 
 
Writers help their readers follow steps to know exactly what to do by: 

1. Using numbers for each step. 
2. Using words that help to tell the steps in order (first, then, next, after, last, finally). 
3. Drawing specific pictures for each step. 
4. Using words in the picture boxes to make the steps clearer. 
5. Using speech bubbles in pictures to show dialogue.  
6. Using words that give cautions or warnings (be careful to, always, don’t, never…). 
7. Using labels in pictures to show important parts. 
8. Using bold words to show importance. 

 
● Writers revise their manual pages by adding to the pictures and words and making sure they teach how to do something clearly. 
Writers follow the saying, “When you’re done, you’ve just begun,” and go back and revise their writing by: 

1. Using a How-to Editing Checklist. 
2. Rereading their manual and asking, “Does each step make sense?” 
3. Asking themselves, “Have I taught the reader everything they need to know for each step?” 
4. Adding to any directions that may need it. 

a. Using extra space on the paper OR 

 



b. Using revision strips with glue/tape OR 
c. Adding an extra paper. 

5. Adding any steps that they may have missed. 
6. Removing any directions or parts that don’t make sense. 

a. Using an eraser OR 
b. Using a scissor to cut. 

7. Adding details to pictures to make the step clearer to understand. 
8. Adding describing words to writing to help the reader better understand each step. 

 
Writers work with a partner to edit their manuals by: 

1. Pretending to do each step to make sure the directions are clear. 
2. Asking each other, “Does each step make sense?” 

 
● Writers make writing ready for their readers to learn from (spelling and punctuation). 
Writers check spelling to make sure their manuals make sense to the reader by: 

1. Rereading their books, word by word, searching for words that don’t quite look right. 
2. Looking at difficult words and saying them out loud, slowly, writing each part of the word that they know. 
3. Checking to see if they used any words from the word wall and making sure that they are spelled correctly. 

 
Writers check ending punctuation to make sure their manuals make sense to the reader by: 

1. Reading each step in their How-to manual and listening for the places where the sentences end. 
2. Putting periods at the ends of the sentences that are telling something 
3. Putting question marks at the ends of sentences that are asking something. 
4. Putting exclamation marks at the ends of sentences that are exciting, show strong feelings, or urgent warnings. 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Directions, how-to, topic, manual, materials, order, publish, revise, sections, steps 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and small group conferences/conferring notes 
● Classroom participation 
● Individual and group activities 
● Formal and informal assessments 

 



● Performance-based assessments 
● Writing folders with student work 
● Self-assessment: Student Checklist (see N Drive) 
● Cross Curricular Writing (examples) 

o Social Studies- How to read a map 
o Math- How to play a math game 
o Science- How to investigate ____ 

Instructional Materials: 
● Units of Study 
● How-to books: Cookbooks, instructions to games, etc. 
● Picture books 
● Writing folders 
● Writing rubrics (see N Drive) 
● Chart paper 
● Various types of writing paper choice 
● Smartboard 
● Laptops 
 
Suggested Read Alouds: 
● “How to Carve a Pumpkin” from The Pumpkin Book by Gail Gibbons 
● How to Make a Bird Feeder by Liyala Tuckfield 
● How to Make Salsa by Jamie Lucero 
● Make a Valentine by Dale Gordon 
● How to Make a Hot Dog by Joy Cowley 
● Walk On! A Guide For Babies of All Ages by Marla Frazee 
Teacher Resources: 
● Heinemann Online Resources Login 
● Google Drive of Literacy Resources 
● https://educationtothecore.com/  
● PARCC Model Content Frameworks K-2  
  

 

https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz80SKMzxVBwY2QyWjRvZGFPbHc
https://educationtothecore.com/
https://parcc-assessment.org/content/uploads/2017/11/PARCC-K-2-MCF-for-ELA-Literacy-9-24-14.pdf


First Grade: Writing Unit 3 
Nonfiction Chapter Books 

December-February (6-8 weeks) 
Essential Questions:  

●  How can we use all that we know to teach others through 
nonfiction writing? 

● How can we grow as writers when we’re not working with 
the teacher? 

● How can writers elaborate to add detail? 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Nonfiction authors write chapter books to teach what they 

know well. 
● Writers elaborate to make writing stronger. 
● Writers revise to make writing better. 

1: Students will teach all 
about their topic by 
organizing their 
information and using a 
teaching voice. 
 

2: Students will plan 
what they are going to 
say before they write by 
retelling information 
across their fingers, 
sketching, and then 
writing. 

3: Students will try to 
picture who their readers 
will be, then imagine 
and answer the questions 
their readers might ask. 

4: Students will teach 
with pictures and words 
by including illustrations 
in their books to teach 
their readers even more.  

5: Students will spell 
challenging, expert 
words that help teach 
about their topic. 

6: Students will utilize 
readers to revise by 
helping them know 
where to add more 
details and where to 
subtract details. 

7: Students will assess 
how well they are doing 
and set goals to become 
better writers. 

8: Students will reread 
their words closely, 
making sure they have 
included correct 
spelling, capitals, and 
punctuation. 

9: Students will learn 
how a book might go by 
studying books written 
by other authors, 
including their table of 
contents. 

10: Students will plan 
individual chapters the 
same way they plan their 
teaching books by telling 
information across—and 
down—their fingers 
before they write. 

11: Students will utilize 
different strategies to say 
more and teach others by 
using comparisons to 
teach. 

12: Students will draw 
on everything they have 
already learned to teach 
their readers, including 
writing how-to pages, 
persuasive writing, and 
stories in their teaching 
books. 

13: Students will write 
an introduction to let the 
reader know what they 
will learn, and write a 
conclusion that leaves 
their reader with a big 
thought or idea. 

14: Students will teach 
children that nonfiction 
writers fix up their 
writing for readers by 
pretending to be a reader 
and also by thinking, 
“Does this match what I 
know about how to write 

15: Students will utilize 
all of the tools around 
them to make a plan to 
write their best book 
ever including charts, 
mentor texts, and other 
writers. 
 
 

 



this kind of writing 
well?” 

16: Students will utilize 
images and photos to 
help them say more 
about their topics. 

17: Students will utilize 
their voices to help teach 
their readers by deciding 
how to punctuate their 
sentences. 

18: Students will rely on 
all the craft moves 
they’ve learned, even 
those from other genres, 
to write their books. 

19: Students will edit 
their writing so that it is 
ready to be published. 

20: Students will share 
their expertise with an 
audience, teaching about 
their topics and all 
they’ve learned. 

Additional Teaching Points: Can be taught in Mini-lessons, Conferences, Strategy Groups, Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared/Interactive Writing, Word Study, and/or Vocabulary Lessons 
● Immersion Week Activities: Pre-assessment, goal setting, read aloud mentor texts, shared reading, shared/interactive writing 
● FAR Week Activities: Post-assessment, quick publish, celebration, reflection, reteach/extend 

o Celebration Ideas:  
▪ Have another class come to visit as students sit around the room with their All About books and have them share 

with the other class as they walk around. 
▪ Research a topic together as a class and have each child/pair of children write a chapter. 

● Writers write to teach what they know well. 
Writers get started to teach others by: 
● Thinking about topics they are experts at. 
● Thinking about people in our lives that we know all about. 
● Thinking about famous people we know all about. 
● Thinking about places they go (restaurants, stores, museums, parks, etc.). 
● Thinking about things that they do (indoors and outdoors). 
● Using the tools around them (charts, nonfiction books, authors as mentors, etc.). 
 
Writers plan and choose a topic to teach all about by: 
● Saying everything they know across their fingers. 
● Thinking about who is going to read the book. 
● Using a teacher voice to explain to a partner. 
● Drawing quick sketches of all the information about the topic. 
● Thinking about the different chapters they can write about the topic. 
● Researching pictures and photographs that are connected to their topic. 
 

 



Writers use pictures to help them teach by: 
● Drawing teaching pictures. 
● Using labels to help the readers learn. 
● Zooming in on important parts of pictures to give the reader a closer look. 
● Adding diagrams to show parts of something. 
● Using action lines and arrows to show directions. 
● Writing captions to explain the pictures. 
 
Writers write books that teach by: 
● Planning how they want the book to be organized. 
● Sorting information into sections that go together. 
● Using a table of contents to help the reader understand how the book is organized. 
● Helping the reader picture the facts by using details. 
● Using comparisons to help the reader understand why a fact matters (Comparing to something the reader already knows about). 
● Pausing to think and ask themselves, “What kind of writing am I doing?” to make sure their writing makes sense. 
● Writing a beginning and an ending (closure). 
● Using their own words to explain what they know or have learned about the topic. 
● Choosing punctuation that reflects what they want to say. 

o Using periods when telling facts. 
o Using question marks when asking questions. 
o Using exclamation marks when telling something exciting. 
o Using commas when making a list. 
 

● Writers elaborate to make writing stronger. 
Writers revise through elaborating by: 
● Adding more information by asking, “What else can I say here?” 
● Thinking about questions their readers might ask them and then answering those questions. 
● Having a partner read and ask questions to help them change their writing to make sense. 
● Using speech bubbles and bold words to make important information stand out. 
● Starting sentences with words used by published authors of informative writing like “All,” “Most,” “Some,” “Many,” and “Few.” 
● Using mentor texts to get ideas for fonts and features that help teach information. 
● Adding features that help to teach information (diagrams, table of contents, glossary, charts, captions). 

 



 
● Writers revise to make writing better. 
Writers edit their writing before they publish it by: 

1. Using an All About Editing Checklist. 
2. Rereading and asking, “What information goes together?” “Could I switch the order to make more sense?” “Could I create a 

table of contents to organize my thoughts?” 
3. Thinking about reactions and thoughts to their writing, “What are some important comments or tips I should include for the 

reader?” 
4. Checking that all the words are spelled correctly. 
5. Checking that every sentence has ending punctuation that matches what they are saying. 
6. Making any spelling, punctuation, or capitalization changes that make their writing better. 
7. Reread with a partner to check that everything makes sense. 

 
Key Vocabulary Words 

Capitalization, chapter, closure, details, explanatory, facts, informative, punctuation, table of contents 
Evidence of Learning 

Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and small group conferences/conferring notes 
● Classroom participation 
● Individual and group activities 
● Formal and informal assessments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Writing folders with student work 
● Self-assessment: Student Checklist (see N Drive) 
● Cross Curricular Writing (examples) 

o Social Studies- All About Where I Live 
o Science- All About [A Science Topic] 
o Math- Open response questions 

Instructional Materials: 
● Units of Study 
● Picture books 
● Writing folders 

 



● Writing rubrics (see N Drive) 
● Chart paper 
● Various types of writing paper choice 
● Smartboard 
● Laptops 
 
Mentor Texts: 
● Sharks by Anne Schrieber  
 
Suggested Texts 
● Star Wars: R2-D2 and Friends by Simon Beecroft 
● Invaders from Outer Space by Phillip Brookes 
● Bugs Bugs Bugs! by Jennifer Dussling 
● My Football Book by Gail Gibbons 
● The Story of Chocolate by Caryn Jenner  
● Watch Me Grow: Elephant by Lisa Magloff 
● Trucks by Wil Mara  
● Change It!: Solids, Liquids, Gases and You by Adrienne Mason  
● Yo! Yes? by Chris Raschka 
● Rigby PM Pets series, such as Cats, Goldfish, Mice Big Babies, Little Babies 
● Star Wars: Spaceships 
 
Suggested Read Alouds 
● My Baseball Book by Gail Gibbons 
● My Soccer Book by Gail Gibbons 
● Trucks and Trains and other books from the National Geographic Series 
Teacher Resources: 
● Heinemann Online Resources Login 
● Google Drive of Literacy Resources 
● https://educationtothecore.com/  
● PARCC Model Content Frameworks K-2  
● NJSLS breakdown by lesson: See N Drive 

 

https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz80SKMzxVBwY2QyWjRvZGFPbHc
https://educationtothecore.com/
https://parcc-assessment.org/content/uploads/2017/11/PARCC-K-2-MCF-for-ELA-Literacy-9-24-14.pdf


 
  

 



First Grade: Writing Unit 4 
Writing Reviews 

February-April (6-8 weeks) 
Essential Questions:  

● What is an opinion? 
● How can we successfully convince our audience? 
● How do writers support personal judgements? 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Writers explain their opinions with reasons.  
● Writers support their reasons with evidence and elaborate 

by giving examples. 
● Authors write persuasive reviews. 

1: Students will judge 
their personal collections 
(trading cards, dolls, 
etc.) thinking, “This is 
the best because…” and 
trying to convince others 
of their opinions. 
 

2: Students will give 
several reasons and 
provide supporting 
details for these reasons. 

3: Students will read and 
study the work of other 
writers and then try to 
incorporate what they 
have learned into their 
own writing. 

4: Students will back up 
their opinions with 
reasons, especially when 
people disagree. 

5: Students will write 
about their least favorite, 
or the worst thing and 
back their opinion up 
with reasons and 
evidence. 

6: Students will ask 
others who share their 
views to help bolster the 
opinion and cite the 
person directly. 

7: Students will utilize a 
checklist to make their 
writing the best it can be. 

8: Students will study 
mentor texts to learn the 
best ways to write not 
only to share their ideas, 
but also persuade others 
to share their opinion. 

9: Students will utilize a 
persuasive voice by 
writing as though they 
are talking right to their 
readers, offering 
important information. 

10: Students will make 
comparisons by 
including ways that their 
topic is better (or worse) 
than others. 

11: Students will write 
introductions to grab 
their readers’ attention 
right from the very start 
and to hold it until the 
very end by talking 
directly to readers. 

12: Students will read 
each other’s writing and 
use an editing checklist 
to give feedback on how 
to make the writing 
better. 
 
 

13: Students will collect 
reviews that go together 
into a collection, or an 
anthology, to share with 
an audience they hope to 
convince of their ideas. 

14: Students will write 
book reviews to 
recommend titles and 
authors that they believe 
others should read. 

15: Students will give a 
sneak peek summary, 
but not give away too 
many details about the 
book when writing 
reviews. 
 
 

16: Students will check 
their sentences to make 

17: Students will utilize 
checklists to make sure 

18: Students will share 
their book reviews with 

  
 

 



sure that they are just 
right and make 
necessary changes by 
including punctuating 
marks, linking words, or 
other editing tools. 

that each and every part 
of their writing is as 
strong as it can be. 

an audience, in the hopes 
of convincing their 
audience to take their 
recommendations. 

Additional Teaching Points: Can be taught in Mini-lessons, Conferences, Strategy Groups, Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared/Interactive Writing, Word Study, and/or Vocabulary Lessons 
● Immersion Week Activities: Pre-assessment, goal setting, read aloud mentor texts, shared reading, shared/interactive writing 
● FAR Week Activities: Post-assessment, quick publish, celebration, reflection, reteach/extend 

o Celebration Ideas:  
▪ Filming a class commercial or ad with opinions and reasons/examples 
▪ Mail persuasive letters. 
▪ Write a class book review. 

● Writers think about their opinions about movies, books, restaurants, etc. 
Writers think about their opinions/brainstorm ideas for persuasive writing by: 

1. Thinking, “Which is my favorite?” and “Which is my next favorite?” 
2. Making a list of things/ideas that they want/like/dislike/etc. 
3. Thinking about their target audience. 
4. Setting a purpose for writing their opinion. 
5. Collecting reasons for their opinions. 
6. Collecting examples of each reason. 
7. Spending time judging all of the reasons and examples they have thought of. 
8. Understanding that not everyone agrees.  

a. They can think of reasons and examples they may agree with someone or something. 
b. They can think of reasons and examples they may disagree with someone or something. 

9. Thinking of ways to persuade or convince the reader of what they believe. 
10. Finding ways that their opinion is better than others. 
11. Thinking about the reader and how they can speak directly to the reader. 
12. Sketching their opinions. 

 
Writers think about their opinions with a partner by: 

 



1. Sharing their favorites and least favorites. 
2. Convincing their partner in a discussion using reasons and examples. 
3. Asking their partner, “Why do you think that?” 
4. Judging their lists with a partner to support their opinion. 
5. Discussing opinions in a voice that speaks directly to their partner. 

 
Writers use their opinions to persuade an audience by: 

1. Writing a persuasive letter to convince a reader. 
2. Writing a book review to recommend titles and authors. 
3. Giving a sneak peak of a book without giving the ending away. 
4. Writing a movie review to recommend titles. 
5. Including important information to convince their readers. 

 
● Writers explain their opinions with reasons. 
Writers share their opinions by: 

1. Writing in sections (introduction, reasons and examples, conclusion). 
2. Grabbing the reader’s attention in the introduction. 
3. Using a persuasive voice (writing like they are talking to a friend). 
4. Using comparisons (Mine is better, That is worse, etc.). 
5. Understanding that they don’t always have to write about the best or their favorite, they can also write about the worst or their 

least favorite. 
 
Writers use reasons to support their opinions by: 

1. Providing the reader with evidence through more than one reason for their opinion. 
2. Giving the reader detail by writing, “I think that because ___,” or “____ is the best/worst because _____.” 
3. Agreeing with someone or something with evidence, “I agree because ___.” 
4. Disagreeing with someone or something with evidence, “I have a different opinion because ___.” 
5. Using others’ opinions to help back them up and to provide reasons for their own opinions. 
6. Looking at other writers of this genre to find ways to support their opinion. 
7. Discussing with a partner to help find reasons that support an opinion. 
8. Using linking words and phrases to explain their opinions (because, and, first, second, also, third, another reason, I think, I 

want, so please, etc.) 

 



9. Understanding the parts of a letter (date, greeting, message, closing). 
a. Including linking words and phrases in the message of a letter. 
b. Giving more than one reason in the message of a letter. 

Writers give reasons when writing book reviews by: 
1. Using an introduction to grab the reader’s attention. 
2. Using a closing to restate their opinion. 
3. Collecting all the important information about their topic. 
4. Quoting others who have the same opinion using quotation marks. 

 
● Writers elaborate by giving examples. 
Writers use examples to support their reasons by: 

1. Using details to show evidence for each reason, “For example, ____.” 
2. Providing specific examples of why they feel that way. 
3. Providing specific examples of why they agree with someone or something. 
4. Providing specific examples of why they disagree with someone or something. 
5. Discussing with a partner to help find evidence to support each reason. 
6. Using linking words and phrases to elaborate on their reasons (for example, because, and etc.) 
7. Speaking directly to the reader of the letter. 

 
Writers give examples to elaborate their book reviews by: 

1. Providing specific examples of why they like or dislike a book. 
2. Giving specific examples to support each reason. 
3. Quoting authors and other reviewers to support their reasons. 

 
Writers conclude their opinion/persuasive writing by: 

1. Restating their opinion in a different way (“That is why I think/feel ___.”) 
2. Talking to their reader and using a persuasive voice until the end. 

 
● Writers make sure their writing is clear and easy to understand. 
Writers edit and revise their opinion writing by: 

1. Using an Opinion Writing Checklist to make sure that they made every part of their writing easy to read. 
2. Having a partner check to make sure that the writing is clear. 

 



3. Writing notes to partners about what needs to be fixed. 
4. Rereading each sentence to make sure they are just how they want them to be. 

a. Asking themselves, “Is my sentence too long?” 
b. Asking themselves, “Is this sentence too short?” 
c. Asking themselves, “Is that sentence just right?” 

5. Making sure the punctuation is breaking each thought and sentence apart. 
6. Making sure they used linking words (because, but, so) to add and connect ideas. 
7. Rereading to look for mistakes (sentences that don’t make sense, misspelled words, missing punctuation, etc.). 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Convince, evidence, judge, linking words, opinion, persuade, persuasive letter, reasons, review 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and small group conferences/conferring notes 
● Classroom participation 
● Individual and group activities 
● Formal and informal assessments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Writing folders with student work 
● Self-assessment: Student Checklist (see N Drive) 
● Cross Curricular Writing (examples) 

o Social Studies- Persuasive Letter to a politician/reasons why you should live in my town 
o Science- Opinion of an experiment 
o Math- Open response questions 

Instructional Materials: 
● Units of Study 
● Picture books 
● Persuasive books 
● Writing folders 
● Writing rubrics (see N Drive) 
● Chart paper 
● Various types of writing paper choice 
● Smartboard 

 



● Laptops 
 
Mentor Texts: 
● Rush Hour: Traffic Jam, review of The Incredibles (Online resources Session 8) 
 
Exemplar: 
● Brandon writes about his bug collection (Online resources Session 3) 
 
Suggested Texts: 
● Surprising Sharks by Nicola Davies 
● The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
● Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall 
● A Pet for Petunia by Paul Schmid 
● Imogene’s Antlers by David Small 
● Olivia Plants a Garden by Emily Sollinger 
● Earrings by Judith Viorst 
● I Am Invited to a Party by Mo Willems  
● Pigeon books by Mo Willems 
 
Periodicals that Review Literature  
● The Horn Book  
● Kirkus Review 
 
Suggested Read Alouds: 
● I Wanna Iguana by Karen Orloff 
● I Wanna New Room By Karen Orloff 
● I Wanna Go Home by Karen Orloff 
● Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin 
● Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late by Mo Willems 
● Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willems 
● Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague 
● My Teacher for President by Kay Winters 

 



● Earrings! by Judith Viorst 
● Can I Have a Stegosaurus, Mom? Can I? Please!? By Lois G. Grambling 
Teacher Resources: 
● Heinemann Online Resources Login 
● Google Drive of Literacy Resources 
● https://educationtothecore.com/  
● PARCC Model Content Frameworks K-2  
● NJSLS breakdown by lesson: See N Drive 
 
  

 

https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz80SKMzxVBwY2QyWjRvZGFPbHc
https://educationtothecore.com/
https://parcc-assessment.org/content/uploads/2017/11/PARCC-K-2-MCF-for-ELA-Literacy-9-24-14.pdf


First Grade: Writing Unit 5  
From Scenes to Series: Writing Fiction 

April-June (6-8 weeks) 
Essential Questions:  

●  How can we help our readers connect with our 
characters? 

● Why do authors stretch stories in meaningful ways? 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Fiction authors write a variety of books including realistic 

fiction and series. 

1: Students will invent 
characters and small 
moment adventures. 
 

2: Students will develop 
a “can-do” attitude and 
give themselves orders, 
using all the tools at 
hand to work 
independently and keep 
going. 

3: Students will write 
endings that satisfy their 
reader by making 
something happen 
through action, dialogue, 
or feeling to get their 
characters out of trouble. 

4: Students will make 
choices about the words 
in their stories by 
tackling sparkling words 
as using everything they 
know about spelling to 
write these daring words. 

5: Students will utilize a 
checklist to review their 
writing and set goals. 

6: Students will think of 
more than one story for a 
favorite character and 
model themselves on 
famous series writers. 

7: Students will write a 
“Book One” to their 
series that shares a lot of 
details about their 
character. 

8: Students will make 
characters in their stories 
speak in many ways, 
including in speech 
bubbles, and for 
different purposes, such 
as to show a character’s 
thoughts or feelings. 

9: Students will engage 
in a revision party by 
inviting their favorite 
author as an honored 
guest. 

10: Students will get 
their writing ready for 
readers by editing their 
work carefully and 
creating boxed sets that 
will hold all the stories 
in their series. 

11: Students will call on 
their own experiences to 
imagine the tiny, 
authentic details that 
make realistic fiction 
seem so real.  

12: Students will add 
tiny details to their 
stories through show, not 
tell to help their readers 
picture the story in their 
minds. 
 
 

13: Students will divide 
their stories into chapters 
and stretch out each 
chapter so that they have 
a beginning, middle, and 
an ending for their 
stories. 

14: Students will utilize 
patterns to elaborate. 

15: Students will  
utilize everything they 
know and have learned 
about a type of writing 
to get better. 
 

 



16: Students will revise 
their stories to include 
punctuation. 

17: Students will utilize 
illustrations in important 
ways and investigate the 
roles they play by 
studying them in mentor 
texts. 

18: Students will 
introduce themselves to 
their readers with “meet 
the author” pages for 
their series. 

19: Students will prepare 
for publishing by 
revising, edition, and 
making their work look 
beautiful.  

20: Students will 
celebrate their writing 
with an audience. 

Additional Teaching Points: Can be taught in Mini-lessons, Conferences, Strategy Groups, Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared/Interactive Writing, Word Study, and/or Vocabulary Lessons 
● Immersion Week Activities: Pre-assessment, goal setting, read aloud mentor texts, shared reading, shared/interactive writing 
● FAR Week Activities: Post-assessment, quick publish, celebration, reflection, reteach/extend 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Goals, series, sparkling words 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and small group conferences/conferring notes 
● Classroom participation 
● Individual and group activities 
● Formal and informal assessments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Writing folders with student work 
● Self-assessment: Student Checklist (see N Drive) 
Instructional Materials: 
● Units of Study 
● Picture books 
● Series books 
● Writing folders 
● Writing rubrics (see N Drive) 
● Chart paper 
● Various types of writing paper choice 
● Smartboard 
● Laptops 
 

 



Mentor Texts: 
● Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat by Cynthia Rylant 
 
Exemplar Texts 
● Teacher writing exemplar: “Gretchen” (Online resources Session 3) 
 
Suggested Texts 
Lower-level texts 
● Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 
● Puppy Mudge by Cynthia Rylant 
● Series Little Bill series by Bill Cosby 
● Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel 
● Winnie the Pooh series by A. A. Milne 
● The Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne 
● Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant 
● Mr. Putter & Tabby series by Cynthia Rylant 
● Poppleton series by Cynthia Rylant  
● Harry the Dirty Dog series by Gene Zion  
● Max and Ruby series by Rosemary Wells 

Stories with a Problem-Solution Structure  
● Ferdinand the Bull by Munro Leaf 
● The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch 
● Mr. Putter and Tabby by Cynthia Rylant  
● Harry the Dirty Dog by Gene Zion  
● Harry by the Sea by Gene Zion  
Stories that Use Pictures to Convey Information  
● Ella Sarah Gets Dressed by Margaret Chodos-Irvine  
● Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems (Hyperion) 
Teacher Resources: 
● Heinemann Online Resources Login 
● Google Drive of Literacy Resources 

 

https://www.heinemann.com/extracreditclub/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz80SKMzxVBwY2QyWjRvZGFPbHc


● https://educationtothecore.com/  
● PARCC Model Content Frameworks K-2  
● NJSLS breakdown by lesson: See N Drive 
 
 
 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be implemented for any student 

who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion. 

Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 
● Authentic listening and reading sources that provide data and support 

for speaking and writing prompts 
● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand society and history 
● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, topic) activities as they 

pertain to the types/modes of communication 
● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online assistive 

technology, translation device, bilingual dictionary) 
● Extended time for assignment completion as needed 
● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptation, and/or modifications 

as determined by the IEP or 504 team) 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, and 

assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 

 

https://educationtothecore.com/
https://parcc-assessment.org/content/uploads/2017/11/PARCC-K-2-MCF-for-ELA-Literacy-9-24-14.pdf


● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and 

teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital media, as available 

and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent 

work time 
● Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to be broken up and 

explained in smaller units, with work to be submitted in phases. 
● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and 

grading criteria for assignments. 
● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, topic) activities as they 

pertain to the types/modes of communication 
● Text tracking with finger and return sweep 
● Reading aloud to develop phrasing and fluency  
● Visual identification of high frequency words 
● Opportunities to develop phrases and complete sentences orally to 

support development of semantic competencies 
● Retell short stories 

● Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the 
student and teacher 

● Student may request to use a computer to complete 
assignments 

● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital media, 

as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student work during 

independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term planning of 

assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive technology 

device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to be 

broken up and explained in smaller units, with work to 
be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) 
expectations and grading criteria for assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, topic) 
activities as they pertain to the types/modes of 
communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 

 



● Opportunities to self-select texts within the student’s independent 
reading levels  

● Opportunities to ‘read’ all sources of information in texts (pictures, 
words) 

gin developing writing skills by writing self-developed stories (may be 
one sentence or several sentences) 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for accommodations/modifications for 

assessments 

● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate setting 

as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for assessments 
 

 
 
 
 

 


