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Benway School 

Unit 1  
Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: How to be a Social Scientist 
Grade Level: 3 
Unit Overview: In this unit, the students will explore the disciplinary tools and knowledge applied by 
historians, economists, geographers, and political scientists.  They will develop map skills and study 
primary source documents while exploring the history of North Arlington. 
Recommended Pacing: 12-13 weeks (September-December) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze different types of maps and the information they can provide. 6.1.4.B.1 
Determine relative and absolute location by studying a compass rose, latitude, 
and longitude.  

6.1.4.B.3 

Utilize maps to study the classification of regions. 6.1.4.B.2, 6.1.4.B.6, 
6.1.4.B.7, 6.1.4.B.8 

Conduct a historical and current study of local town using tools of social 
scientists. 

6.3.4.A.2, 
D2.His.9.3-5, 
D2.His.10.3-5, 
D2.His.16.3-5 

D.3.1.6-8 
Identify the author of a source and the potential biases of the author. D.3.2.6-8 
Compare and contrast conflicting sources and use these sources to draw 
conclusions. 

D.3.2.6-8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps 
and determine how the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.B.1 

Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial 
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, 
worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.B.2 

Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political 
maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and locations 
using latitude and longitude. 

6.1.4.B.3 

Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on 
culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of 
regionalism. 

6.1.4.B.6 
 

Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited 
for settlement than others. 

6.1.4.B.7 
 

Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources. 6.1.4.B.8 
Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different 
groups, including community members and local officials. 

6.3.4.A.2 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  

 



Summarize how different kinds of historical sources are used to explain events in 
the past. 

D2.His.9.3-5 

Compare information provided by different historical sources about the past. D2.His.10.3-5 
Use evidence to develop a claim about the past. D2.His.16.3-5 
Gather relevant information from multiple sources while using the origin, 
structure, and context to guide the selection. 

D.3.1.6-8 

Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple 
sources. 

D.3.2.6-8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety 
of tasks including solving problems. 

8.1.5.A.1 

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 
include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

8.1.5.A.2 

Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue 8.1.5.A.3 
Collaborate to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue 
based on first-person interviews. 

8.1.5.B.1 

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 

8.1.5.E.1 

Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific 
finding. 

8.1.5.F.1 

Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human 
needs and economic, political and/or cultural influences. 

8.2.5.A.4 

Research technologies that have changed due to society’s changing needs and 
wants. 

8.2.5.B.4 

Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past 
century. 

8.2.5.B.6 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in 
the community and the related earnings. 

9.1.4.A.1 

Identify common household expense categories and sources of income. 9.1.4.B.4 
Identify ways to earn and save. 9.1.4.B.5 
Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to 
personal likes and dislikes. 

9.2.4.A.3 

Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the 
foundation for future academic and career success.  

9.2.4.A.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 

 



Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Absolute/relative locations, regions, social scientist 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and group projects 
● Participation in simulations, role-play activities, and general classroom assignments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: How do maps help us understand our community?  What are the relative and absolute 
locations of important places in our town?  How are the locations of important places in our town 
and state influenced by the physical geography of our town?  How does the author of a source 
influence what the source says and why a source is created?  In what ways can we learn about the 
past by comparing and contrasting sources that say different things?  

 
Suggested Activities: 
Types of Maps: Students will explore the various types of maps.  This lesson can be extended by 
having the students read an informational text and/or create booklets outlining the parts of a map.  (See 
Slides and Map Booklet in Google Drive) 
 
Absolute and Relative Location: See Slides in Google Drive 
 
Mystery Map: Students will practice the cardinal directions. (See Google Drive). 
 
Latitude and Longitude: Students go on a scavenger hunt to identify places on a map using the lines 
of latitude and longitude. 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/latitudelongitude-puzzle/  
 
Many Ways to Name a Place: In this activity, students map their home at multiple scales. 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/many-ways-name-place/ 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/latitudelongitude-puzzle/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/many-ways-name-place/


MapMaker Interactive:  https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/#/  
 

History of North Arlington: (see presentation in Google Drive) 
Collect representative photographs/maps, both old and new, of your town or city and photocopy them. 
Old editions of the local newspaper would be a great resource for this. In the classroom, compare all of 
the photographs, and have students articulate their observations of how places and people have changed 
over the years. 

● How is the town different in appearance today from the way it looked many years ago? 2. Are 
there more buildings?  

● Different kind of buildings?  
● What are the differences in the kind of transportation?  
● Are there as many trees in the older photographs as there are in newer ones? 
● List some of the ways the people of your town or city have changed the environment over the 

years. 
 
My Favorite Place in North Arlington: (see Google Drive) 

Culminating Project, Create a Map: Students create a map of an imaginary country, considering: 
What will the name of my country be?  Where is it located?  How big is it? What is the land like in my 
country? What can I name my capital?  What are the names of my country’s major cities?  

Maps should include:  
● Border 

● Key/Legend (with symbols for capital city, landforms, etc.) 
● Title (the name of your country) 
● Orientation/Direction (compass rose with intermediate directions) 
● Author (your name) 
● Date (when the map was made) 
● Scale (1 inch = ? miles) 

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom libraries 
● Brian Pop 
● Discovery Education 
● Readworks.org 
● http://www.northarlington.org/ 
● North Arlington Zoning Map 
● Map of North Arlington  
● North Arlington Google Earth  
● Meadowlands Environmental Center: Wetlands  
● Riverside County Park 

 

https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/#/
https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
http://www.northarlington.org/
http://meri.njmeadowlands.gov/downloads/gis/maps/North_Arlington_Zoning_WebMap_District_11x17_Portrait.pdf
http://24timezones.com/mapa/usa/nj_bergen/north_arlington.htm
https://earth.google.com/web/@40.78769105,-74.124957,27.26603822a,8800.56814141d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=ClIaUBJKCiUweDg5YzI1NWQ4MDA3YjhmY2Q6MHgxYmE5MTRkNGQ1N2YyNWNhGfiGwmfrZERAIXR3QlSGiFLAKg9Ob3J0aCBBcmxpbmd0b24YAiABKAI
http://www.njsea.com/njmc/about/natural-resources.html#wetland
http://www.co.bergen.nj.us/844/Riverside-County-Park


● Hackensack Riverkeeper  
● http://www.theobserver.com/2013/12/mining-north-arlingtons-past/  
● Harcourt social studies 
● Scott Foresman social studies 
● C3 Framework  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 

 

http://hackensackriverkeeper.org/public_access.html
http://www.theobserver.com/2013/12/mining-north-arlingtons-past/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf


● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Gradually remove finger from text tracking 
● Reading aloud to continue developing 

phrasing and fluency 
● Skip difficult words in continuous texts to 

retain comprehension of main idea 
● Access to a variety of literary genres, such as 

fiction, nonfiction with appropriate font size, 
pictures (meaning) 

● Access to high interest texts at appropriate 
independent reading levels 

● Begin using marking the text strategy to locate 
information in text 

● Continue to develop written stories supported 
by teacher prompts (based on student need and 
interest) 

● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 
media, as available and appropriate 

● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 



● Continue to develop written stories based on 
information from texts  

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
 
  

 



Benway School 
Unit 2  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Local and National Communities 
Grade Level: 3 
Unit Overview: In this unit, the students will compare urban, rural, and suburban communities.  They 
will also explore the factors that make various regions unique.   
Recommended Pacing: 12-13 weeks (December-March) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Compare urban, rural, and suburban communities (past and present). 6.1.4.A.14, 

6.1.4.A.16, 
6.3.4.A.4 

Define factors that make a region unique. D2.Geo.2.3-5 
Analyze how people from various American regions modify and adapt to their 
environments, and how the environments change the way they live. 

D2.Geo.2.3-5, 
D2.Geo.3.3-5 

Analyze the relationship between climate and the people living in various 
American regions.  

D2.Geo.10.3-5 

Explain reasons for migration of people within and beyond a region. D2.Geo.7.3-5, 
D2.Geo.8.3-5 

Explore the modes of transportation (movement of ideas and goods) unique to 
various American regions. 

D2.Geo.7.3-5, 
D2.Geo.8.3-5 

Explore reasons for and results of the development of major urban centers in a 
region (i.e., Chicago). 

D2.Geo.7.3-5, 
D2.Geo.8.3-5 

Examine the relationship between people of the Midwest and the Great Lakes 
and major rivers of the region. 

D2.Geo.7.3-5, 
D2.Geo.8.3-5 

Identify the ways that communities trade for goods and services. 6.1.4.C.1 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 

Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own 
governments, languages, customs, and laws. 

6.1.4.A.14 

Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global 
organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in 
need. 

6.1.4.A.16 

Apply opportunity cost (i.e. choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ 
decisions, including ones made in their communities. 

6.1.4.C.1 

Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of 
public concern and possible solutions.6+ 

6.3.4.A.4 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain 
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their environmental 
characteristics. 

D2.Geo.2.3-5 

Use maps of different scales to describe the locations of cultural and 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.3.3-5 

Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution 
and movement of people, goods, and ideas. 

D2.Geo.7.3-5 

 



Explain how human settlements and movements relate to the location and use of 
various natural resources. 

D2.Geo.8.3-5 

Explain why environmental characteristics vary among different world regions. D2.Geo.10.3-5 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 

8.1.5.E.1 

Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific 
finding. 

8.1.5.F.1 

Compare and contrast how products made in nature differ from products that are 
human made in how they are produced and used. 

8.2.5.A.1 

Investigate and present factors that influence the development and function of a 
product and a system. 

8.2.5.A.2 

Investigate and present factors that influence the development and function of 
products and systems, e.g., resources, criteria and constraints. 

8.2.5.A.3 

Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human 
needs and economic, political and/or cultural influences. 

8.2.5.A.4 

Research technologies that have changed due to society’s changing needs and 
wants. 

8.2.5.B.4 

Explain the purpose of intellectual property law. 8.2.5.B.5 
Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past 
century. 

8.2.5.B.6 

Collaborate with peers to illustrate components of a designed system. 8.2.5.C.1 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

21st Century Life and Career Skills 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Identify ways to earn and save. 9.1.4.B.5 
Determine factors that influence consumer decisions related to money. 9.1.4.E.1 
Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, 
home, and community. 

9.2.4.A.2 

Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the 
foundation for future academic and career success.  

9.2.4.A.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

 



Key Vocabulary Words 
Migration,  rural/suburban/urban, trade 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and group projects 
● Participation in simulations, role-play activities, and general classroom assignments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry:  What do people do when the environment does not meet their needs?  How do people use 
natural resources?  In what ways has our town and New Jersey changed and/or stayed the same over 
time?  What events occurred in our local community and how did they shape our community?  How 
have science, technology, and innovation affected the development of towns and cities in New 
Jersey?  How do we trade for good and services?  What economic or geographic features have 
caused people to move to (or move out of) your town?  What attracts a person to a town or city 
today?  How is that different from what may have attracted them there in 1800?  What role does 
climate play in people’s lives?   How do people move from one region to another?  Who controls 
the use of land and resources? 

 
Suggested Activities: 
Types of  Communities: (see Google Drive) 
 
Four Regions of New Jersey: Students take notes using boxes and bullets.  (See Google Drive for 
Presentation) 
 
Relief map of NJ: Students will be given an outline of NJ.  They will use this outline to create a relief 
map indicating the four regions they studied using model magic/clay. 
 
New Jersey History Kids: Students will study various aspects of New Jersey’s history: 
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm (Students may each select a topic and 
turn-key the information to the class) 
 
Regions of the United States: Students will utilize maps and read informational texts to explore the 
geography of one of the five regions of the United States.  They may organize the information using the 
template on Google Drive and present to the class. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm


● How are regions classified?  How have people changed the environment?  How does the 
environment affect the way they live?  What impact does climate have on this region?  Why is a 
particular type of transportation common?  Why do people move here? 

 
Google Maps: Using https://www.google.com/maps, students will explore the geography of the United 
States.  Students will select “Satellite View” and check “Labels,” then type search terms in the search 
box.  
 
Explore US Cities: https://www.visittheusa.com/homepage (Destinations → Cities) 
What are the reasons for, and results of, the development of the city in this region? 
 
Design a City: Students will work together in groups to create a city that people would want to move 
to.  
Driving Question: Why do people relocate to different cities around the world?  
Using what you learned, create a city that people would relocate to.  Be sure to consider: Climate, 
landforms, transportation, buildings, etc. 
Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom libraries 
● Brian Pop 
● Discovery Education 
● Readworks.org 
● National Geographic Kids: US Regions  
● Harcourt social studies 
● Scott Foresman social studies 
● C3 Framework  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

 

https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.visittheusa.com/homepage
https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-states/#united-states-golden-gate-bridge.jpg
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf


● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 
Students with Disabilities 

(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 

IEP or 504 team) 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

 



● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Gradually remove finger from text tracking 
● Reading aloud to continue developing 

phrasing and fluency 
● Skip difficult words in continuous texts to 

retain comprehension of main idea 
● Access to a variety of literary genres, such as 

fiction, nonfiction with appropriate font size, 
pictures (meaning) 

● Access to high interest texts at appropriate 
independent reading levels 

● Begin using marking the text strategy to locate 
information in text 

● Continue to develop written stories supported 
by teacher prompts (based on student need and 
interest) 

● Continue to develop written stories based on 
information from texts  

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
  

 



Benway School 
Unit 3 

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Global Cultures 
Grade Level: 3 
Unit Overview:  In this unit, the students will analyze the composition of culture, explore rural/urban 
global communities, and distinguish between modern v. traditional societies. 
Recommended Pacing: 12-13 weeks (March-June) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Compare modern/traditional societies by exploring the impact (positive & 
negative) of technology. 

6.1.4.B.9 

Recognize and generate remedies for unintended consequences that impact 
individuals and/or societies. 

6.1.4.B.9 

Analyze unique cultural similarities and differences various regions. 6.1.4.B.10, 
6.3.4.A.4, 

D2.Civ.8.3-5 
Explore the historical events that create a country’s culture and how it changes 
over time. 

D2.Geo.5.3-5 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to 
actions taken to address them. 

6.1.4.B.9 

Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the 
world, and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
data visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences. 

6.1.4.B.10 

Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of 
public concern and possible solutions. 

6.3.4.A.4 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Identify core civic virtues and democratic principles that guide government, 
society, and communities.  

D2.Civ.8.3-5 

Explain how the cultural and environmental characteristics of places change over 
time. 

D2.Geo.5.3-5 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Engage in online discussions with learners of other cultures to investigate a 
worldwide issue from multiple perspectives and sources, evaluate findings and 
present possible solutions, using digital tools and online resources for all steps. 

8.1.5.C.1 

Demonstrate an understanding of the need to practice cyber safety, cyber 
security, and cyber ethics when using technologies and social media. 

8.1.5.D.3 

Understand digital citizenship and demonstrate an understanding of the personal 
consequences of inappropriate use of technology and social media. 

8.1.5.D.4 

Compare and contrast how products made in nature differ from products that are 
human made in how they are produced and used. 

8.2.5.A.1 

 



Investigate and present factors that influence the development and function of a 
product and a system. 

8.2.5.A.2 

Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human 
needs and economic, political and/or cultural influences. 

8.2.5.A.4 

Research technologies that have changed due to society’s changing needs and 
wants. 

8.2.5.B.4 

Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past 
century. 

8.2.5.B.6 

Identify and collect information about a problem that can be solved by 
technology, generate ideas to solve the problem, and identify constraints and 
trade-offs to be considered. 

8.2.5.D.1 

Identify how computer programming impacts our everyday lives. 8.2.5.E.1 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

21st Century Life and Career Skills 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Identify ways to earn and save. 9.1.4.B.5 
Determine factors that influence consumer decisions related to money. 9.1.4.E.1 
Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, 
home, and community. 

9.2.4.A.2 

Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to 
personal likes and dislikes. 

9.2.4.A.3 

Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the 
foundation for future academic and career success.  

9.2.4.A.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Technology  

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Individual and group projects 
● Participation in simulations, role-play activities, and general classroom assignments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

 



o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: What do we mean when we talk about a country’s culture?  What type of historical events 
help to create a country’s culture?  What is more important in creating regional identity: geography 
or history?  How have the changes in technology affected the spread of thoughts and ideas in the 
United States?  How has technology affected education in the last 15 years?  How can technology 
spur economic growth of a region?  How have we improved practices from the past? 

 
Suggested Activities: 
Global Minute: Facts about cultures around the world.  One card can be shared each day throughout 
the unit (see Google Drive). 
 
Read Aloud: Same, Same, but Different: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjK1J0jUxD4  
(Other read alouds may include: Abuela by Author Dorros, The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses by Paul 
Goble, The Story of Chopsticks by Ying Chang Compestine, The Buddha's Diamonds by Carolyn 
Marsden and Thay Phap Niem, Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe, Madeline and the Cats 
of Rome by John Bemelmans Marciano) 
 
Cultures Around the World: Study various cultures around the world and have students share 
information about their own cultures.  (see Resource section below and Google Drive for information 
about Chinese, Greek, and German culture) 
 
Schools Around the World: Students research schools around the 
world: https://www.infoplease.com/world/world-statistics/school-years-around-world  
 
Celebrations & Traditions Around the World: Students research and report on a 
celebration/tradition (see Google Drive). 
 
Children's Games Around the World: Students learn a game and teach the 
class: http://www.gameskidsplay.net/games/foreign_indexes/index.htm  
Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart  
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom libraries 
● Brian Pop 
● Discovery Education 
● National Geographic: Countries  
● Readworks.org 

o Language of India 
o Food Across India 
o Bollywood  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjK1J0jUxD4
https://www.infoplease.com/world/world-statistics/school-years-around-world
http://www.gameskidsplay.net/games/foreign_indexes/index.htm
https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/world/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Languages-of-India/f75affe9-93ea-4295-bd8f-c5272956ff44#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Food-Across-India/3bee3664-83a4-449c-ad6c-49da0efcd0fc#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Bollywood/9979c17c-c5c7-498f-85ee-b578f6424fea#!articleTab:content/


o Plants Native to Australia  
o Sydney Opera House 
o Argentina: Yerba Mate  
o The Argentine Tango  
o Buenos Aires  
o Hawaii's Traditional Hula Dance  
o China's Lion Dance  
o Why Learn Chinese  
o Asian Paintings of Nature  
o Famous African Americans  
o The Traditional Irish Stepdance 
o I am Native American  

● Harcourt social studies 
● Scott Foresman social studies 
● C3 Framework  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 

 

https://www.readworks.org/article/Australia/7c7ce92e-4d89-4fe8-baa2-e01c9dcf0a68#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Famous-Buildings/d989c941-95b4-4a4b-bddf-fb08db615de6#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Argentina/c022a402-87d4-4410-9f5d-8389ae85a22e#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Argentine-Tango/5485a7b7-12b0-4645-8bee-eca4f874566a#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Buenos-Aires-The-Paris-of-South-America/29be8a31-4eea-4f97-bdd1-c1549fc88a24#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Hawaiis-Traditional-Hula-Dance/cd9b85eb-5a56-43f0-b181-4a303e2f3175#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Chinas-Lion-Dance/78ca3fc8-6bdb-4c6d-89d3-df3a91b99fd5#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Why-Learn-Chinese/24439b2c-fde1-4cac-8bdb-2dfb5b4d1d00#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Asian-Paintings-of-Nature/327b9adc-31c9-4000-adcf-0833df64a6b5#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Famous-African-Americans-Duke-Ellington/54636bb2-2b63-4428-9d3e-c66c0bc27eb7#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Traditional-Irish-Step-Dance/74a24581-a5fe-4c1a-bc2f-f7b28ed40d68#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Culture-and-Celebrations/00606b1e-8104-48ad-8a86-016dd71cd3ca#!articleTab:content/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf


● Ask students to restate information, directions, 
and assignments 

● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Gradually remove finger from text tracking 
● Reading aloud to continue developing 

phrasing and fluency 
● Skip difficult words in continuous texts to 

retain comprehension of main idea 

● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Access to a variety of literary genres, such as 
fiction, nonfiction with appropriate font size, 
pictures (meaning) 

● Access to high interest texts at appropriate 
independent reading levels 

● Begin using marking the text strategy to locate 
information in text 

● Continue to develop written stories supported 
by teacher prompts (based on student need and 
interest) 

● Continue to develop written stories based on 
information from texts  

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


