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Benway School 
Unit 1  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Three Worlds Meet 
Grade Level: 7 
Unit Overview: In this unit, the students will analyze the settling of America by looking at it through 
three different lenses: the indigenous people living in the Americas, the European explorers who 
‘discovered’ the continents, and the Africans who were taken here as slaves. Students will begin with 
examining each of these three regions prior to their contact with each other. The unit will then go on to 
explore initial interactions, beginning with Columbus and continuing on throughout the 16th century. 
Students will analyze how scarce resources, cultural misunderstandings, mutual suspicion, and greed 
shaped the way all three of these areas interacted with each other both in the Americas and abroad, and 
in so doing also laid the framework for our American culture. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks (September-October) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the migrations and cultures of Paleo-Indians and Pre-Columbian Indians 6.1.8.A.1.a, 

6.1.8.A.2.b, 
6.1.8.B.1.a, 
6.1.8.B.1.b, 

D2.Geo.3.6-8 
Analyze the prominence and prosperity of West African Kingdoms prior to the 
Atlantic Slave Trade 

6.1.8.A.1.a 
6.1.8.C.1.a 
6.1.8.C.1.b 
6.1.8.D.1.b 

Analyze the culture of European countries during the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance, prior to the Age of Exploration 

6.1.8.A.1.a 
6.1.8.B.1.b 
6.1.8.C.1.b 
6.1.8.D.1.b 
6.1.8.D.2.a 

Analyze primary sources in terms of their reliability and identify bias. D2.His.6.6-8, 
D3.2.6-8. 

Analyze the causes and implications of early European exploration and 
settlement of the Americas 

6.1.8.A.2.a, 
6.1.8.B.2.b, 
6.1.8.C.1.a 
6.1.8.D.1.c 
6.1.8.D.2.a 
6.1.8.D.2.b 
6.1.8.C.1.b, 
6.1.8.D.1.a, 
6.1.8.D.1.b, 

D2.Geo.6.6-8 
6.3.8.D.1 

Analyze the root causes for the Atlantic Slave Trade and how it changed Africa 
and the Americas as a result 

6.1.8.C.2.c 
6.1.8.C.2.a 



6.1.8.D.1.b 
D2.Geo.6.6-8 

6.3.8.A.1 
Compare and contrast multiple sources with conflicting information on the same 
topic. 

D2.His.10.6-8, 
D2.His.13.6-8 

Evaluate the gap between expectations and reality upon arrival in America. D2.His.16.6-8 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 

Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 
among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.A.1.a 

Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.a 

Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and 
institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.b 

Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 
social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.A.2.c 
 

Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and 
explain how these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

6.1.8.B.1.a 

Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical 
maps to determine what led to the exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8.B.1.b 

Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 
and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the 
New World. 

6.1.8.B.2.b 

Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on 
European exploration. 

6.1.8.C.1.a 

Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of 
trade during this period. 

6.1.8.C.1.b 

Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and 
political systems of Native American groups. 

6.1.8.D.1.a 

Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American 
groups began a cultural transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.b 

Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and 
culture from different perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.1.c 

Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 
systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.a 

Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 6.1.8.C.2.c 
Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 
on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.a 

Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 
different groups of people, and explain why their experiences varied. 

6.1.8.D.2.b 

Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.1 



Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Use paper based and electronic mapping and graphing techniques to represent 
and analyze spatial patterns of different environmental and cultural 
characteristics. 

D2.Geo.3.6-8 
 

Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are 
connected to human identities and cultures.  

D2.Geo.6.6-8 

Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is available in 
the historical sources they created. 

D2.His.6.6-8 

Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected 
from different kinds of historical sources. 

D2.His.10.6-8 

Evaluate the relevancy and utility of a historical source based on information 
such as maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose. 

D2.His.13.6-8 

Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past. D2.His.16.6-8 
Evaluate the credibility of a source by determining its relevance and intended use D3.2.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfiction sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 

● Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. RH.6-8.1 
● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  WHST.6-8.4 
● With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed.  WHST.6-8.5 

● Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  WHST.6-8.9 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
 

8.1.8.A.1 

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 
professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.2 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/


Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 

8.1.8.D.4 

Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Explain the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family 
security, and consumer decisions. 

9.1.8.B.5 

Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a 
means to achieve significant societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.1 

Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to 
the economy and to personal finance. 

9.1.8.F.3 

Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed. 9.1.8.G.2 
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
clash 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 



● Independent and group work 
● The relationship between a culture and its environment 
● How humans, their environment and technological developments influence spatial patterns of 

movement and settlement.  
● How to analyze primary and secondary sources to connect multiple perspectives 
● The origins, intentions and consequences of laws, treaties and agreements between different 

cultures in order to reach a compromise. 
● Personal interests and multiple perspectives to justify the action different groups take to address 

issues and problems in government and society.  
● People arrived in North America, in part, for economic reasons. Others, slaves, arrived against their 

will, through trade.   
● Analysis and interpretation of complex historical texts 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Recognizing bias and credibility of texts 
● Critical thinking, intellectual curiosity and independence, and inquiry 
● Historical empathy 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: What push and pull factors brought settlers to the Americas?  How did the Native 
American, European, and African cultures interact in America? How did the trans-Atlantic slave 
trade form? How do humans interact with their environment and technological developments to 
influence spatial patterns of movement and settlement?  

Instructional Materials: 
● Text 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
Teacher Resources: 
● United States History: Beginnings to 1877.  
 
Primary Resources: 
● Using Discovery Education Techbook: Cultural details about European, Native American and 

African life before the Columbian Exchange 
● Native American languages and culture database 
● Library of Congress (details about religious persecution) 
● Other texts: Read Like a Historian (Stanford University) primary source sets 
● Primary Sources (Olaudah Equiano’s narrative 
● George Percy and the starving time, “City Upon a Hill” speech 
● Primary Source: Christopher Columbus Announcing His Discovery  

Modifications & Accommodations: 

https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-columbus-discovery-letter/id/28106


*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 
implemented for any student who would benefit 

Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 



● Provide oral reminders and check student 
work during independent work time 

● Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 

● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
 
  



Benway School 
Unit 2 

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: 13 Colonies 
Grade Level: 7 
Unit Overview:  In this unit, students will analyze the settling and unique cultures of the 13 English 
colonies in America. Students will start by learning about the hardships faced by the English settlers 
and how relations with the natives, both positive and negative, helped to shape future colonial (and 
eventual American) interactions with them. Students will analyze the causes behind the colonists’ 
desire to leave Europe and settle in the New World, and how these causes differed by geographic 
region and even by colony. Students will analyze the beginnings of an American identity, and how this 
identity would remain splintered by colony. Students will analyze how solutions to problems during 
this time are still in use today, and how some are even considered critical elements of American culture. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks (October-December) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the hardships faced by colonists from Europe first arriving in the 13 
colonies 

6.1.8.D.1.b 
6.1.8.A.2.a 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.B.2.b 
6.1.8.D.2.a 

D2.His.6.6-8 
D3.2.6-8 

Analyze the culture of the southern colonies, focusing on their economic system 
(plantations and slavery), politics, and demographics 

6.1.8.A.2.a 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.C.2.a 
6.1.8.C.2.b 
6.1.8.D.2.b 

Analyze the way in which religion shaped the embarkation of, laws, daily lives, 
and power struggles in the New England colonies 

6.1.8.A.2.a 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.B.2.b 

D2.His.6.6-8 
D3.2.6-8 

Analyze the characteristics of the Middle Colonies, and why its colonists were 
unique from those in New England and the South 

6.1.8.A.2.a 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.B.2.b 

Analyze daily life and culture of colonial Americans living in British America 
during the 17th and 18th centuries, and how major trends (Enlightenment, Great 
Awakening, etc.) as well as political developments (Dominion of New England, 

6.1.8.C.2.b 
6.1.8.C.2.c 
6.1.8.D.2.b 



Navigation Acts) helped to unite them by giving them common experiences, 
successes, mindsets, and hardships 

 

Analyze how colonists from different backgrounds and different countries were 
treated upon arrival in the colonies, and how an increasingly diverse nation 
addressed this growing diversity 

6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.D.2.a 
6.1.8.A.4.c, 
D2.His.3.6-8 
D2.His.4.6-8, 
D2.His.5.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 
D2.His.11.6-8 

Analyze the roles of participatory citizens in colonial times, why they existed in 
American colonies, why the colonists treasured such rights, and how students 
can recognize and exercise similar rights in America today 

6.1.8.A.1, 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.A.2.c 

D2.His.1.6-8, 
D2.Civ.2.6-8. 
D2.Civ.7.6-8, 
D2.Civ.11.6-8 

6.3.8.D.1 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 

Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 
among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.A.1.a 

Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.a 

Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and 
institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.b 
 

Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 
social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.A.2.c 

Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 
identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.a 

Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 
and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the 
New World. 

6.1.8.B.2.b 
 

Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 
systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.a 

Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 
colonies and European countries. 

6.1.8.C.2.b 

Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 6.1.8.C.2.c 
Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American 
groups began a cultural transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.b 

Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 
on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.a 



Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 
different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

6.1.8.D.2.b 

Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian 
period. 

6.1.8.A.4.c 

Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Explain specific roles played by citizens (such as voters, jurors, taxpayers, 
members of the armed forces, petitioners, protesters, and office-holders). 

D2.Civ.2.6-8. 

Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in school and community settings. D2.Civ.7.6-8. 
Differentiate among procedures for making decisions in the classroom, school, 
civil society, and local, state, and national government in terms of how civic 
purposes are intended. 

D2.Civ.11.6-8 

Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical 
contexts. 

D2.His.1.6-8 

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 

D2.His.3.6-8 

Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras. 

D2.His.4.6-8 

Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time. D2.His.5.6-8 
Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is available in 
the historical sources they created. 

D2.His.6.6-8 

Use other historical sources to infer a plausible maker, date, place of origin, and 
intended audience for historical sources where this information is not easily 
identified. 

D2.His.11.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfiction sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  
 

English Language Arts 
● By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  RH.6-8.10 
● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  WHST.6-8.10 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

Indicator 



(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a global 
problem for discussions with learners from other countries. 

8.1.8.C.1 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 

8.1.8.D.4 

Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve a real world problem. 

8.1.8.E.1 

Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify 
a solution and make an informed decision. 

8.1.8.F.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for 
various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.1 

Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and 
economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.2 

Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3 

Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Distinguish between income and investment growth. 9.1.8.D.4 
Explain what it means to be a responsible consumer and the factors to consider 
when making consumer decisions. 

9.1.8.E.1 

Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial 
decisions. 

9.1.8.F.2 

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career. 

9.2.8.B.3 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Citizenship, rights 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 



● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Simulations 
● Political cartoons 
● Analyzing primary sources for bias 
● Analyzing contemporary re-imaginings of past events and comparing them to primary sources for 

historical accuracy  
Instructional Materials: 
● Text 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
Teacher Resources: 
● C3 Framework  
● Readworks.org 
● NewsELA  

o How Government Works: What is Citizenship? 
o U.S. Citizens' Rights and Responsibilities  
o Primary Source: Plessy v. Ferguson  
o History and Process of Voting  

● Brain Pop: Women's Suffrage 
● GoodCitizen.org 
● Craig Kielburger  
● History of Legal and Illegal Immigration to US 
● Library of Congress: Immigration 
● Timeline for Immigration 
● Landmarks in Immigration History 
● US Citizenship Test 
● United States History: Beginnings to 1877. Holt, Rinehart, Winston. 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-govt-citizenship/id/29473
https://newsela.com/read/us-citizens-rights-and-responsibilities/id/31112
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-plessy-ferguson/id/18504
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-History-and-Process-of-Voting/3eafd616-b0ba-493c-9519-c74c06e3931e#!articleTab:content/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/womenssuffrage/
http://www.goodcitizen.org/Instructional%20Materials/Top%2010%20Citizen%20Actions/Top%2010%20Citizen%20Actions.htm
https://www.we.org/we-movement/our-founders/
http://immigration.procon.org/view.timeline.php?timelineID=000023
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/introduction.html
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/timelines/timelinetopics.cfm?tltopicid=7
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/voices/immigration_chron.cfm
https://my.uscis.gov/prep/test/civics


Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 



● Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Establish procedures for 
accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
  



 

Benway School 
Unit 3 

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Revolution 
Grade Level: 7 
Unit Overview:  In this unit, the students will analyze the causes of the Revolution as well as the War 
itself. Students will begin by analyzing the French and Indian War, and how colonial support for 
Britain was not reciprocated by the Parliament after the War ended. Students will then analyze the 
major causes of the upcoming Revolution, particularly those centered around Boston. Once the war 
starts, students will analyze major figures involved, as well as critical battles, why liberty was so highly 
valued, the ideals behind the Declaration of Independence, and how we were finally able to achieve our 
independence. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks (December-February) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze how the British government’s mismanagement of the American 
colonies set the stage for a Revolution (ex. Taxation Without Representation, 
Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts, etc.) 

6.1.8.C.2.b 
6.1.8.C.3.a 
6.1.8.D.3.a 
6.3.8.A.1 
6.3.8.A.2 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Geo.4.6-8 
D2.His.4.6-8 

D2.Civ.10.6-8 
Analyze key Revolutionary figures in regards to their impact on the people of 
their time and their legacy upon future generations of Americans (ex: Samuel 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, George 
Washington, Molly Pitcher, etc.) 

6.1.8.C.2.a 
6.1.8.C.2.c 
6.1.8.D.2.a 
6.1.8.D.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.d 
6.1.8.D.3.e 
6.3.8.A.2 

D2.Civ.1.6-8 
D2.His.3.6-8 

Analyze the mentality of Americans of all demographics towards independence 
during the beginning of the Revolution 

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.B.2.a  
6.1.8.C.2.a 
6.1.8.D.2.a 
6.1.8.D.3.b 

D2.Civ.14.6-8 
Analyze key battles in the Revolution (Lexington and Concord, Trenton, 
Saratoga, Yorktown, etc.), focusing on the strategy for each side during the 
battles, major figures involved, outcome, and impact on the war 

6.1.8.D.2.b 
6.1.8.B.3.c 
6.1.8.B.3.d  
6.1.8.D.3.f 



Analyze the Declaration of Independence in terms of its structure, message, 
meaning, context, and impact on future Americans 

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.B.3.d 
6.1.8.D.3.b 
6.1.8.D.3.d 
6.1.8.D.3.e 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the 
extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time period. 

6.1.8.A.3.a 

Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 
identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.a 

Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 
systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.a 

Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 
colonies and European countries. 

6.1.8.C.2.b 

Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 6.1.8.C.2.c 
Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 
on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.a 

Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 
different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

6.1.8.D.2.b 
 

Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the 
execution and outcome of the American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.B.3.c 

Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American 
Revolution. 

6.1.8.B.3.d 

Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, 
and assess the impact of these on relations between Britain and its North 
American colonies. 

6.1.8.C.3.a 
 

Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British 
policies towards American colonies, and responses by various groups and 
individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.a 

Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.b 

Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 
revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.c 

Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, 
execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.d 

Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural 
farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African 
Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and 
determine how these groups were impacted by the war. 

6.1.8.D.3.e 

Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected 
United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that 
had territories in North America. 

6.1.8.D.3.f 



 

 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.1 

Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that 
addresses a public issue, and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., 
school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8.A.2 

Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments 
and the daily lives of people in both nearby and distant places. 

D2.Geo.4.6-8 

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 

D2.His.3.6-8 

Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras. 

D2.His.4.6-8 

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest 
groups, and the media in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental 
contexts. 

D2.Civ.1.6-8 

Explain the relevance of personal interests and perspectives, civic virtues, and 
democratic principles when people address issues and problems in government 
and civil society. 

D2.Civ.10.6-8 

Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies, and 
promoting the common good. 

D2.Civ.14.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfiction sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 
● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. RH.6-8.2 
● Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill 

becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). RH.6-8.3 
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. RH.6-8.4 
● Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. RH.6-8.8 
● Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  WHST.6-8.2 
a)  Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. 
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/


b) Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples.  

c) Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts.  

d)  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
e) Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
f) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 8.1.8.A.1 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 
professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.2 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for 
various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.1 

Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Explain the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family 
security, and consumer decisions. 

9.1.8.B.5 

Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a 
means to achieve significant societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.1 

Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to 
the economy and to personal finance. 

9.1.8.F.3 

Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed. 9.1.8.G.2 
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 



Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Military, Parliament, revolution 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Analyze how certain leaders and individuals sparked a revolutionary spirit (ex. Patrick Henry, 

Thomas Paine, Samuel Adams, etc.) 
● Describe the transformation of an American identity from European loyalty 
● Evaluate the role of the British Acts of Parliament in uniting and dividing the American Colonies 
● Analyze the roles that various Americans played during the American Revolution (soldiers, leaders, 

women, the homefront, etc.) 
● Identify turning points in the timeline of the American Revolution and basic differences in 

American and British military strategy 
● Understand that citizens make economic decisions based on external factors such as taxes and 

perceived unfairness.  Determine recourse citizens have such as boycotts.  
● Use and construct maps to explain relationships between locations and changes in their 

environmental characteristics 
● Identify series of events as examples of continuity/change and question why certain events are 

regarded as historically significant  
● Analyze multiple sources to understand factors that influence historical perspectives and decisions  
● Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest groups, and the 

roles they played in shaping historical events and promoting change.  
● Compare and contrast historical and contemporary means of changing societies and their 

motivations to do  
● Analysis and interpretation of complex historical texts 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Recognizing bias and credibility of texts  
● Connecting the past to the present 
● Historiography 



● Critical thinking, intellectual curiosity and independence, and inquiry 
● Historical empathy; 
● Deliberation and civic engagement  
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry:  Could the American Revolution have been avoided?  Which parliamentary decisions 
severely divided the colonies? How?  What roles did citizens play in the American Revolution? 
How did they contribute to the war?  Was the American Revolution revolutionary?  When was the 
turning point of the American Revolution? 

Instructional Materials: 
● Text 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 
Teacher Resources: 
● United States History: Beginnings to 1877. 
 
Primary Resources:  
● Close reading of Declaration of Independence 
● Read Like a Historian (Stanford University) text sets (Stamp Act) 
● Boston Massacre Paul Revere etching and written accounts/testimony 
● C3 Inquiry Unit American Revolution text set 
● Personal narratives/ accounts 
● Web Sources: Library of Congress, U.S. Archives (Dec. of Ind.) 
● Discovery Education: Details of Battles, foundational text for Pre-Revolutionary events 
● Ben Franklin Speaks About the Stamp Act  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-ben-franklin-stamp-tax/id/28579


● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 
Students with Disabilities 

(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 

IEP team) 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 



● Student requires more complex assignments to 
be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
  



Benway School 
Unit 4 

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Constitution 
Grade Level: 7 
Unit Overview:  In this unit, the students will study the individual pieces of the Constitution as well as 
how our government works. Students will begin by learning about the intense amount of compromise 
and patience needed simply to create and ratify the Constitution. Students will then analyze each of the 
branches of government as well as the Bill of Rights.  
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks (February-April) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the struggles faced by the nation after the Revolution and the need for a 
Constitutional Convention 

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.A.3.d 
6.1.8.C.3.b 
6.1.8.D.3.f 

Analyze the struggles, strengths, weaknesses, successes, major figures (ex. 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, George Washington, William Paterson, 
etc.) and compromises within Constitutional Convention 

6.1.8.A.3.c 
6.1.8.A.3.e,  
6.1.8.D.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.d 

Analyze the differences in opinions between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists 
and how this led to the struggle associated with ratification 

6.1.8.A.3.f, 
6.1.8.B.3.b, 
6.1.8.C.3.b, 
D2.His.4.6-8 

Analyze each of the three branches of national (federal) government in terms of 
their responsibility with the law, separation of powers, special powers reserved 
to each branch, and how they check and balance each other 

6.1.8.A.3.b, 
6.1.8.A.3.e, 
6.1.8.D.3.g, 
6.3.8.A.2 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Civ.4.6-8 
D2.Civ.5.6-8 
D2.Civ.6.6-8 

Connect present-day controversies to the U.S. Constitution. 6.1.8.A.3.d 
6.3.8.A.1 
6.3.8.A.2 
6.3.8.D.1 

Connect the U.S. Constitution to the daily lives of American citizen. 6.1.8.A.3.g, 
6.3.8.A.1 
6.3.8.A.2 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Civ.8.6-8, 
D2.Civ.3.6-8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 



Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the 
extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time period. 

6.1.8.A.3.a 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation 
of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal 
government that allows for growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
 

Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.c 

Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.d 

Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.e 
 

Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.f 
 

Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 6.1.8.A.3.g 
Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the 
debate on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New 
Jersey and Virginia plans. 

6.1.8.B.3.b 

Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the 
response of state and national governments during this time. 

6.1.8.C.3.b 
 

Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 
revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.c 

Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, 
execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.d 

Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected 
United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that 
had territories in North America. 

6.1.8.D.3.f 

Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the 
Preamble of the Constitution. 

6.1.8.D.3.g 
 

Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.1 

Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that 
addresses a public issue, and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., 
school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8.A.2 

Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras. 

D2.His.4.6-8 

Analyze ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United 
States, and explain how they influence the social and political system. 

D2.Civ.8.6-8 



 

Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and 
international agreements. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 

Explain the powers and limits of the three branches of government, public 
officials, and bureaucracies at different levels in the United States and in other 
countries. 

D2.Civ.4.6-8 

Explain the origins, functions, and structure of government with reference to the 
U.S. Constitution, state constitutions, and selected other systems of government. 

D2.Civ.5.6-8 

Describe the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping 
people’s lives. 

D2.Civ.6.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfiction sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 
● Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). RH.6-8.5 
● Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. RH.6-8.7 
● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. WHST.6-8.6 
● Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.  WHST.6-8.7 

● Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. WHST.6-8.8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 8.1.8.A.1 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 
professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.2 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Indicator 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/


21st Century Life and Career Skills 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 
Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Explain the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family 
security, and consumer decisions. 

9.1.8.B.5 

Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a 
means to achieve significant societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.1 

Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to 
the economy and to personal finance. 

9.1.8.F.3 

Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed. 9.1.8.G.2 
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
bills, checks and balances,  constitutional convention, constitutionality, elections, 
federalists/anti-federalists 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Analyze the separation of powers and checks and balances in the three branches of government 
● Apply the concept of constitutionality (to Supreme Court Cases, for example) 
● Analyze the differences in opinions and desires of Federalists and Anti-Federalists 
● Evaluate the success of compromises made during the Constitutional Convention 
● Connect present-day controversies to the U.S. Constitution 



● Explain important government processes (how a bill becomes a law, presidential elections, etc.) 
● Connect the U.S. Constitution to the daily lives of American citizens 
● Analysis and interpretation of complex historical texts (especially the U.S. Constitution)  
● Recognize that the intended purpose of the U.S. Constitution and other founding documents in 

creating a new nation. 
● Understand that the Constitution is a living document, considering amendments and changes in 

interpretation over time.  
● Analyze the challenges and successes of the early presidencies, their decisions and how they shaped 

the nation. 
● Describe how the U.S.’s global relationships created independence and a national identity through 

conflict and cooperation. 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Recognizing bias and credibility of texts 
● Connecting the past to the present 
● Historiography 
● Critical thinking, intellectual curiosity and independence, and inquiry 
● Historical empathy 
● Deliberation and civic engagement  
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: Why didn’t the U.S. Constitution abolish slavery?  What was the role of compromise in 
creating and ratifying the U.S. Constitution?  What were the successes and failures of America’s 
early presidents? How did conflict create a national identity?  How does the U.S. Constitution 
establish three branches of government with the separation of powers and checks and balances? 
What is constitutionality and how is it relevant to our world today? 

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources:  
● Classroom Libraries 
● C3 Framework 
● Readworks.org 
● United States History: Beginnings to 1877.  
 
Primary Resources:  
● U.S. Constitution 
● Bill of Rights 
● Articles of Confederation 
● Federalist and Anti-Federalist responses to the U.S. Constitution 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.readworks.org/


● Original legislation and Supreme Court decisions 
 
Web Sources:  
Streetlaw (U.S. Supreme Court cases) 
Library Congress 
National Archives 
Whitehouse.gov 
Constitution Center page 
BetaCongress- current legislation 
Discovery Education: Separation of powers, foundational details about the Constitutional Congress, 
facts and events that took place in the early presidencies.  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 



● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 

● Student may request to use a computer to 
complete assignments 

● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Write short essays using various supporting 
strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 
 
 
 
  



Benway School 
Unit 5  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: New Republic 
Grade Level: 7 
Unit Overview:   Following the ratification of the Constitution America was sent into uncharted 
territory: whether a free, elected government could truly address the needs of the people without 
descending into tyranny. Students will analyze the Presidency of George Washington and John Adams, 
focusing on challenges only they had to endure in order to firmly set the United States off on solid 
footing. Students will analyze the election of 1800, which was the first time a sitting president was 
defeated in an election and the first peaceful transfer of power from one political party to the next. 
Recommended Pacing: 6-8 weeks (April-June) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze the Presidency of George Washington, focusing on lasting contributions 
he made to the office (creation of the cabinet, establishing two terms as a limit, 
respecting his Constitutional authority, etc.) 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
6.1.8.C.3.b 
6.1.8.D.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.g 

Analyze tests and crises for the Constitution and the country during the first two 
Presidential administrations (Washington and Adams), and how the Presidents 
handled each challenge 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
6.1.8.A.3.d 
6.1.8.A.3.f 
6.1.8.B.3.a 
6.1.8.C.3.b 
6.1.8.C.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.e 
6.1.8.D.3.g 
6.1.8.D.3.f 
6.3.8.C.1 

D2.Civ.12.6-8 
Analyze Washington’s Farewell Address in terms of its structure, message, 
impact on American politics, and relevance today 

6.1.8.A.3.f  
6.1.8.D.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.f 
6.1.8.D.3.g 

Analyze the motivation behind the first political parties, why they found such 
appeal among the American voters, and how their ideals are still alive in political 
parties today 

6.1.8.A.3.f 
6.1.8.D.3.g 

Analyze the election of 1800, focusing on how it was historic for the country by 
virtue of it: defeating a sitting President, peacefully electing someone of another 
political party, and created an electoral crisis that had to be handled according to 
the Constitution 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
6.1.8.D.3.g 
6.3.8.A.1 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 
D2.Civ.12.6-8 



Analyze episodes that sought to erode liberties, freedoms, and practices protected 
by the Constitution for citizens and Presidents (ex. Midnight judges, Alien and 
Sedition Acts, etc), and compare these to present day examples 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
6.1.8.A.3.e 
6.1.8.A.3.g 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation 
of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal 
government that allows for growth and change over time 

6.1.8.A.3.b 

Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.d 

Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.e 

Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.f 

Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 6.1.8.A.3.g 
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native 
American groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.B.3.a 

Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the 
response of state and national governments during this time 

6.1.8.C.3.b 

Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of 
slavery and on the economic and political development of the country. 

6.1.8.C.3.c 

Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 
revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.c 

Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural 
farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African 
Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and 
determine how these groups were impacted by the war.  

6.1.8.D.3.e 

Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected 
United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that 
had territories in North America.  

6.1.8.D.3.f 

Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the 
Preamble of the Constitution. 

6.1.8.D.3.g 

Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.1 

Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget 
process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing priorities). 

6.3.8.C.1 

Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1  
 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and 
international agreement. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 



Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing 
public problems. 

D2.Civ.12.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfiction sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 

● Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). RH.6-8.6 

● Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. RH.6-8.8 
● Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  RH.6-8.9 
● Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  WHST.6-8.1 

a) Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

b) Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  

c) Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

d) Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
e) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
 

8.1.8.A.1 

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 
professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.2 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

Indicator 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/


(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Explain the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family 
security, and consumer decisions. 

9.1.8.B.5 

Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Distinguish between income and investment growth. 9.1.8.D.4 
Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 9.1.8.D.5 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a 
means to achieve significant societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.1 

Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to 
the economy and to personal finance. 

9.1.8.F.3 

Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed. 9.1.8.G.2 
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Court system, law and order 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 



Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 
● Inquiry:  Why do we need order and organization? School and classroom rules (dress code); role 

of the teacher, principal, students, family; preparedness for natural or unforeseen disaster  
● Why do we follow laws? What are the unintended consequences of laws? Case studies of 

controversial laws and examples of resistance; protection of rights and security; civil disobedience 
● How is justice determined? Defining different forms and contexts of justice; fairness, equality, 

and justice in personal life; criminal justice system; organization and powers of the judicial branch 
● Why do we need order and organization?  Order and organization is needed at all levels for 

society to progress.  Students will identify the role of order and organization in their own lives: 
school - schedules, class, bus, school, game/sport and home rules (brainstorm session)  
Can students see how the different levels of order and organization affect their lives, outside of 
home and school? 

● What is the difference between a law, regulation, and practice? Focus on the difference between 
a law and practice.  Law would embody official laws, regulations, and statutes.  

o Law: the system of rules that a particular country or community recognizes as regulating the 
actions of its members and may enforce by the imposition of penalties.   

o Regulation (parking, fire dept, recycling, leaves): a rule or directive made and maintained 
by an authority.   

o Statute-formal command to declare policy or prohibit something made by a legislature but 
is not ruled on by courts 

o Practice (social norms): the actual application or use of an idea, belief, or method as 
opposed to theories about such application or use. 

Ordinance of local law vs. state law vs. federal law-->difference in amount 
Attend/participate in local experience involving law in action; visit borough hall/courthouse, speak 
to town judge, clerk, or prosecutor about roles and creation/revision of laws 
Why do we follow laws? What are the unintended consequences of laws? To preserve order, to 
allow for the greater good, “to promote the general welfare of the people, protect from 
discrimination 

o Investigating landmark cases in our history; Facts, Issues, Case History→ then have 
students decide their opinion on the case and afterwards explore the Supreme Court’s 
decision 

o What is a just law? - Letter from Birmingham Jail 
o Bear hunt NJ, Gas Pipeline North Dakota 

How is justice determined? “Justice means giving each person what he or she deserves or, in more 
traditional terms, giving each person his or her due. Justice and fairness are closely related terms 
that are often today used interchangeably. There have, however, also been more distinct 
understandings of the two terms. While justice usually has been used with reference to a standard of 
rightness, fairness often has been used with regard to an ability to judge without reference to one's 
feelings or interests; fairness has also been used to refer to the ability to make judgments that are 
not overly general but that are concrete and specific to a particular case. 
“https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethical-decision-making/justice-and-fairness/” 

o Mock Trial  
Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Internet 

https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethical-decision-making/justice-and-fairness/


 
Teacher Resources: 
● Internet 
● C3 Framework 
● New Jersey State bar Foundation Law Adventure  
● United States History: Beginnings to 1877.  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf


● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 
assignments 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
 
 


