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Benway School 
Unit 1  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: River Valley Civilizations 
Grade Level: 6 
Unit Overview:  This unit focuses on the geography, government, culture, religion, and economics of 
the early civilizations of the early River Valley civilizations.  The instruction will build a concrete 
foundation for students to start to study the world with a well-rounded understanding of major social 
studies themes based on content they are most familiar with. Students will examine the rise of Egypt 
and its ties to the oppression of the Jewish people. Students will examine Judaism and further analyze 
the discrimination they faced throughout history (Holocaust). This unit will also include the Indus 
River Valley civilizations the birthplace of Hinduism and Buddhism. Students will explore the history 
of these religions and their lasting impact on the world today. 
Recommended Pacing: 8-12 weeks (September-December) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Investigate how geography to the success or decline of early civilizations. 6.2.8.B.2.a 

6.2.8.B.2.b 
6.2.8.D.2.c 
6.2.8.B.4.f 

D2.Geo.2.6-8 
D2.Eco.14.6-8 

Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various 
early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.2.a 
6.2.8.D.2.a 
6.2.8.D.3.d 

D2.His.1.6-8 
D2.His.15.6-8 

Analyze the correlation between social class and human rights. 6.3.8.A.2 
6.2.8.A.2.b 

D2.His.4.6-8 
D2.Civ.12.6-8 

6.3.8.A.2 
Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the 
early river valley civilizations over time. 

6.2.8.C.2.a 
6.2.8.D.2.b 
6.2.8.D.2.d 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar 
forms of government and legal structures. 

6.2.8.A.2.a 
 

Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river 
valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.2.b 

Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development 
of trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river 
valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.a 

Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley 
civilizations and their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient 

6.2.8.B.2.b 
 



Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; 
Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of 
these civilizations, then and now. 
Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in early river 
valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.C.2.a 

Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various 
early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.a 

Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life 
in early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.b 

Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley 
civilizations and determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and 
decline. 

 
6.2.8.D.2.c 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the 
early river valley civilizations over time. 

6.2.8.D.2.d 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or 
around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their 
responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the 
Americas influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies.  

6.2.8.B.4.f 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical 
contexts. 

D2.His.1.6-8 

Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras 

D2.His.4.6-8 

Evaluate the relative influence of various causes of events and developments in 
the past. 

D2.His.15.6-8 

Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain 
relationships between the locations of places and regions, and changes in their 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.2.6-8 

Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations. D2.Eco.14.6-8 
Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing 
public problems. 

D2.Civ.12.6-8 

Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that 
addresses a public issue, and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., 
school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8.A.2 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfictions sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 



informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 

● Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. RH.6-8.1 
● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  WHST.6-8.4 
● With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed.  WHST.6-8.5 

● Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  WHST.6-8.9 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve a real world problem. 

8.1.8.E.1 

Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, 
people, and capital contribute to a technological product or system. 

8.2.8.A.5 

Explain the interdependence of a subsystem that operates as part of a system. 8.2.8.C.5 
Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for 
various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.1 

Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3 

Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 9.1.8.A.4 
Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career. 

9.2.8.B.3 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/


Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Culture, Archaeology, Artifacts, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Geography, Resources, Society, 
Migrate, Agriculture, Polytheism, Social Hierarchy, Trade Network, Imports, Exports, Hinduism, 
Judaism, Buddhism 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Define basic social studies themes; government, culture, economics, technology, geography, and 

religion 
● Analysis of informational texts 
● Argumentation and use of how historical texts shape culture 
● Conduct a close reading of primary and secondary sources 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: What shapes culture?  What does it mean to be American? What factors contribute to 
American culture?  

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Ancient Civilizations Through the Renaissance 
● Internet 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
English Language Learners 

Modifications: 



Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 



● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 

● Student requires use of other assistive 
technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Establish procedures for 
accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
  



 

Benway School 
Unit 2  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Ancient China and Africa: The Silk Road and African Caravan 
Grade Level: 6 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will study the geography, history and culture of ancient China 
and Africa with emphasis on the importance of the Silk Road and the African Caravan to economics 
today. The trade routes technological, historical, and cultural impact changed the world through cultural 
diffusion.  Students will also be introduced to the religion of Islam and its religious pillars. 
Recommended Pacing: 4-6 weeks (December-February) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Explain why individuals and societies trade. 6.1.8.C.1.b 

6.2.8.B.4.b 
6.2.8.C.3.a 
D3.2.6-8 

Analyze why economic systems develop and change over time.  6.2.8.B.4.e 
D2.Eco.14.6-8 

6.3.8.C.1 
Understand how geography, culture, history, and economy play a part in what 
resources are valued over others.  

6.2.8.B.3.a 
6.2.8.B.4.c 
6.2.8.D.3.d 
6.2.8.B.4.f 

D2.Geo.6.6-8 
D2.Geo.7.6-8 

Analyze how economics influence the organization and development of 
communities. 

6.2.8.B.4.a 
6.2.8.B.4.d  
6.2.8.C.3.b 
6.2.8.C.4.a  
6.2.8.C.4.b  
9.1.8.D.5 

D2.Eco.1.6-8  
D2.Eco.3.6-8 
D2.Eco.6.6-8 
D2.Eco.7.6-8 

9.1.8.A.6 
9.2.8.B.3 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the 
Chinese and African peoples. 

6.2.8.D.3.c 
D2.His.3.6-8 

Analyze how people gain power and who deserves it. 6.2.8.A.3.a 
6.2.8.D.3.a 
9.1.8.A.2 

Evaluate what makes a successful government.  6.2.8.D.3.b 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 



Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of 
trade during this period. 

6.1.8.C.1.b 

Compare and contrast the methods (i.e. autocratic rules, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control 
and unify their surrounding empires. 

6.2.8.A.3.a 

Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced 
the development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the 
classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.a 

Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 

6.2.8.B.4.a 

Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road) impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade centers. 

6.2.8.B.4.b 

Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources presented 
challenges and opportunities for trade, development, and the spread of religion. 

6.2.8.B.4.c 

Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the 
epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, 
Europe, and Asia. 

6.2.8.B.4.d 

Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine 
the positive and negative consequences of environmental changes made during 
this time period, and relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 

6.2.8.B.4.e 

Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the 
Americas influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies.  

6.2.8.B.4.f 

Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform 
system of exchange in the Mediterranean World and Asia. 

6.2.8.C.3.a 

Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of 
labor. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 

Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural 
production, population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the 
rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 

6.2.8.C.4.a 

Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and 
medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted 
scientific thought and the arts.  

6.2.8.C.4.b 

Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.a 
 

Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.b 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.c 



 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or 
around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their 
responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget 
process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing priorities) 

6.3.8.C.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 

D2.His.3.6-8 

Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses, 
and society.  

D2.Eco.1.6-8 

Explain the roles of buyers and sellers in product, labor, and financial markets. D2.Eco.3.6-8 
Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities 
of goods, services, labor, credit, and foreign currencies. 

D2.Eco.6.6-8 

Analyze the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in a market economy. D2.Eco.7.6-8 
Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  D2.Eco.14.6-8 
Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are 
connected to human identities and cultures. 

D2.Geo.6.6-8 

Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence 
the spatial connections among human settlements and affect the diffusion of 
ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.Geo.7.6-8 

Evaluate the credibility of a source by determining its relevance and intended use. D3.2.6-8 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfictions sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 
● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. RH.6-8.2 
● Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill 

becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). RH.6-8.3 
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. RH.6-8.4 
● Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. RH.6-8.8 
● Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  WHST.6-8.2 
a)  Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. 
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/


b) Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples.  

c) Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts.  

d)  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
e) Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
f) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 

8.1.8.D.4 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and 
economic conditions affect income 

9.1.8.A.2 

Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3  
 

Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice.  

9.1.8.B.6 

Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 9.1.8.D.5 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career. 

9.2.8.B.3 

Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Supply, Demand, Surplus, Silk Road, Cultural Diffusion, African Caravan, Silent Barter, Epicenter 



Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Debates 
● Analysis of the benefits and drawbacks of the Feudal System for various social classes 
● Evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of Greek and Roman governments 
● Examining situational flexibility of various government structures 
● Evaluate the extent to which religion affected social structure in Medieval Europe 
● Theories of government China in Japan 
● Analysis of primary and secondary sources to connect multiple perspectives 
● Description of cause and effect in the evolution of governments 
● Analysis of the role of conflict and compromise in government 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Analysis of informational texts 
● Historical empathy 
● Comparing and contrasting different social classes 
● Compare and contrast early governments as well as foreign governments to modern US government 
● Recognizing bias in the perspectives of social classes 
● Conduct a close reading of primary and secondary sources 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry:  Are social classes fair?  Should laws/punishments based on social status?  Why are there 
so many different governments?  In each government, who has the power and how did they get it?  

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Ancient Civilizations Through the Renaissance 
● Inernet 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 



Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 



● Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments 
and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 



● Establish procedures for 
accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 
  



 

Benway School 
Unit 3  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Ancient Greece: The Birthplace of Democracy 
Grade Level: 6 
Unit Overview:  In this unit students will study the geography, government and culture of ancient 
Greece and its ties to American government. The creation of democracy coupled with its broad link to 
literature influence the way think today. 
Recommended Pacing: 8-10 weeks (February-April) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Identify different systems of governments and how they are structured.  
 

6.2.8.A.3.c 
D2.His.2.6-8 
D2.Civ.4.6-8 

D3.2.6-8  
Synthesize the purpose of governments.  
 

6.2.8.A.3.e 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Civ.1.6-8 
D2.His.1.6-8  
D2.His.2.6-8 
D2.His.15.6-8 

D3.2.6-8 
Synthesize what rights all humans deserve.  6.2.8.A.3.a 

6.2.8.A.3.d 
6.2.8.D.3.a  

D2.Civ.1.6-8 
D2.Civ.7.6-8 

Analyze the influence of geography on governments, conflict, and society.  6.1.8.A.3.f 
6.2.8.B.3.a 
6.2.8.B.3.b  
6.2.8.C.3.a 
6.2.8.B.4.f 

D2.His.3.6-8 
D2.Geo.1.6-8 
D2.Geo.2.6-8 
D2.Geo.10.6-8 

Examine the role of culture, religion, and achievements of Greek society. 6.2.8.D.3.c 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 

Explain the powers and limits of the three branches of government, public officials 
and bureaucracies at different levels in the United States and other countries.  

6.1.8.A.3.f 

Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 
foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.  

6.2.8.A.3.a 

Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and 
the Roman Republic that later influenced the development of the United States 
Constitution. 

6.2.8.A.3.c 



Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient 
World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the 
principles of liberty and equality then and now. 

6.2.8.A.3.d 

Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of 
classical civilizations, and determine the extent to which these early systems 
influenced our current legal system. 

6.2.8.A.3.e 

Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced 
the development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the 
classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.a 

Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the 
development of Greek city-states and to their decline. 

6.2.8.B.3.b 

Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform 
system of exchange in the Mediterranean World and Asia. 

6.2.8.C.3.a 

Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality.  
 

6.2.8.D.3.a 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.c 

Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the 
Americas influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies.  

6.2.8.B.4.f 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest 
groups, and the media in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.  

D2.Civ.1.6-8 

Explain the powers and limits of the three branches of government, public 
officials, and bureaucracies at different levels in the United States and in other 
countries. 

D2.Civ.4.6-8 

Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in school and community settings. D2.Civ.7.6-8 
Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  D2.His.1.6-8 
Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity.  

D2.His.2.6-8 

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 

D2.His.3.6-8 

Evaluate the relative influence of various causes of events and developments in the 
past.  

D2.His.15.6-8 

Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.1.6-8 

Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain 
relationships between the locations of places and regions, and changes in their 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.2.6-8 

Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary 
among various regions of the world. 

D2.Geo.10.6-8 

Evaluate the credibility of a source by determining its relevance and intended use. D3.2.6-8 



Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed 
in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfictions sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 

● Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). RH.6-8.6 

● Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. RH.6-8.8 
● Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  RH.6-8.9 
● Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  WHST.6-8.1 

a) Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

b) Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  

c) Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

d) Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
e) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Technology 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 

student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

8.1.8.B.1 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 

8.1.8.D.4 

Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, 
from the perspective of the user and the producer. 

8.2.8.C.3 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/


Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3 

Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 9.1.8.A.4 
Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career 

9.2.8.B.3 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Democracy, Oligarchy, Monarchy, Tyranny, Citizens, Civic Duty, Mythology 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Describe the concept of supply and demand and its influence on resources and value 
● Evaluation of the exclusivity of Chinese silk production and how it affected trade  
● Discuss how the Silk Road led to the sharing of goods, inventions, diseases and ideas 
● Assess how increased trade and the growth of towns affected the rise of merchant class 
● Analyze how global trade can be influenced by the demand for certain resources such as:   West 

African gold, North African salt, and Chinese porcelain 
● Compare and contrast the benefits of a money economy versus bartering 
● Analyze the correlation between land ownership and wealth 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Analysis of informational texts 
● Historical empathy 
● Conduct a close reading of primary and secondary sources 
● Debates 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 



o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 
present shaping their interpretation of the past) 

o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry:  Is human life just a game in which we are always competing for our own self interests? 
What makes a resource valuable (culture, geography, history)?  How did economics influence the 
organization/development of communities?  

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom Libraries  
● C3 Framework 
● Ancient Civilizations Through the Renaissance: Holt McDougal  2012 
● National Geographic: The Trading Game  
● TED-Ed: Trading  
● Readworks.org 
● NewsELA  

o Silk Road  
Modifications & Accommodations: 

*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 
implemented for any student who would benefit 

Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/the-trading-game/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vn3e37VWc0k
https://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
https://newsela.com/read/BHP-U8-6-first-silk-roads/id/3913


(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 

IEP or 504 team) 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 



● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 

● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
  



Benway School 
Unit 4  

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Roman Republic 
Grade Level: 6 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will learn about the history of the Roman Republic through its 
geography and culture. Students will examine Rome’s government as well as the written laws that 
shaped society then, and how it impacts the world today. Students will also analyze how political crises 
called for social change. 
Recommended Pacing: 8-10 weeks (March-May) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Identify the legacy of other cultures on our modern world. 6.2.8.A.3.c 

6.2.8.A.3.d 
6.2.8.A.3.e 

D2.Civ.7.6-8 
D2.His.1.6-8 
D2.His.3.6-8 
D2.His.10.6-8 
D2.His.15.6-8  

D3.2.6-8 
Analyze the influence of geography and government, conflict and society. 6.2.8.B.3.a 

6.2.8.C.3.b 
6.2.8.D.3.b 
6.2.8.D.3.c 
6.2.8.B.4.f 

D2.Geo.1.6-8 
D2.Geo.2.6-8 

D.4.2.6-8 
Identify the conditions needed for societal change to occur. 6.2.8.A.3.a 

D2.His.2.6-8 
 

Analyze and evaluate the basic components of religious beliefs, how they change 
over time and their influence on society. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Identify various forms of government and how they are structured. 6.2.8.A.3.a 
D2.Civ.1.6-8 
D2.Civ.2.6-8 

Analyze the correlation between social class and human rights. 6.2.8.A.3.b 
6.2.8.D.3.a 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Civ.12.6-8 
D2.Civ.14.6-8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 



Compare and contrast the methods (i.e. autocratic rules, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and 
unify their surrounding empires.  

6.2.8.A.3.a 

Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 
foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.  

6.2.8.A.3.b 

Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the 
Roman Republic that later influenced the development of the United States 
Constitution.  

6.2.8.A.3.c 

Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient 
World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the 
principles of liberty and equality then and now. 

6.2.8.A.3.d 

Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of 
classical civilizations, and determine the extent to which these early systems  
influenced our current legal system.  

 
6.2.8.A.3.e 

Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced 
the development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the 
classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.a 

Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of 
labor. 

6.2.8.C.3.b 

Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.a 

Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.b 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.c 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or 
around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their 
responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 

Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the 
Americas influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies.  

6.2.8.B.4.f 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest 
groups, and the media in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.  

D2.Civ.1.6-8  

Explain specific roles played by citizens (such as voters, jurors, taxpayers, 
members of the armed forces, petitioners, protesters, and office-holders). 

D2.Civ.2.6-8 

Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in school and community settings. D2.Civ.7.6-8 
Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing 
public problems. 

D2.Civ.12.6-8 



 

Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies, and 
promoting the common good. 

D2.Civ.14.6-8 

Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  D2.His.1.6-8  
Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity.  

D2.His.2.6-8  

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 

D2.His.3.6-8 

Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected 
from different kinds of historical sources. 

D2.His.10.6-8 

Evaluate the relative influence of various causes of events and developments in the 
past.  

D2.His.15.6-8  
 

Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.1.6-8 

Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain 
relationships between the locations of places and regions, and changes in their 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.2.6-8 

Evaluate the credibility of a source by determining its relevance and intended use D3.2.6-8 
Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details 
with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanations. 

D.4.2.6-8 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfictions sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 
● Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). RH.6-8.5 
● Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. RH.6-8.7 
● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. WHST.6-8.6 
● Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.  WHST.6-8.7 

● Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. WHST.6-8.8 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/


Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 

8.1.8.D.4 

Examine a system, consider how each part relates to other parts, and discuss a 
part to redesign to improve the system. 

8.2.8.A.2 

Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, 
people, and capital contribute to a technological product or system. 

8.2.8.A.5 

Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies. 

8.2.8.B.5 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3 

Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 9.1.8.A.4 
Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career. 

9.2.8.B.3 

Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 

9.2.8.B.4 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Republic, Dictator, Tripartite, Checks & Balances, Veto, Civic Law 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 



● Debates 
● Analyze how differences in religious beliefs have led to conflict and how both cultural and 

historical empathy can prevent conflict 
● Assess the spread of Buddhist and Hindu beliefs and their influence on eastern culture 
● Analyze how the rediscovery of classical writings and teachings led to the flourishing of ideas in 

the Renaissance 
● Assess how the demand for more land and power led to European exploration of the Americas 
● Discuss how coexisting societies influenced one another 
● Evaluate the concept of cultural diffusion in regards to languages, religions, economic/political 

systems, and inventions. 
● Study of influential Renaissance figures and how their ideas influenced future thinkers 
● Argumentation and use of historical texts 
● Analysis of informational texts 
● Demonstrate how new ideas affect and change society 
● Conduct a close reading of primary and secondary sources 
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: Did the Renaissance change man’s view of the world or the world’s view of man?  Is there 
such a thing as a “bad invention”?  What societal conditions need to be met for progress to 
occur/new ideas to form?  What makes a person important enough to be deemed influential?  

Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom Libraries  
● C3 Framework 
● Ancient Civilizations Through the Renaissance: Holt McDougal  2012 
● Readworks.org 
● NewsELA  

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/


● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 



Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Student requires more complex assignments to 
be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
  



Benway School 
Unit 5 

Content Area: Social Studies 
Unit Title: Medieval Europe-Reformation 
Grade Level: 6 
Unit Overview:  In this unit, students will examine Europe after the fall of Rome creating the time 
period known as the Middle Ages. Students will analyze the efforts of the leaders to maintain order 
during times of chaos and turmoil (crusades, plague, etc.) leading to the renaissance and reformation. 
Students will analyze the factors that lead to this societal change. 
Recommended Pacing: 5-7 weeks (May-June) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Analyze and evaluate the basic components of religious beliefs, how they change 
over time and their influence on society. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 
6.2.8.D.3.e 

Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and govern 
territories. 

6.2.8.A.4.a 
6.2.8.D.4.a 

D2.Civ.12.6-8. 
Assess the conditions needed for societal change to occur. 6.2.8.D.4.b 

6.2.8.D.4.c 
6.2.8.D.4.d 
6.2.8.D.4.e 
6.2.8.D.4.f 
6.3.8.D.1 

D2.Geo.7.6-8. 
D.4.1.6-8 
D.4.2.6-8 

Identify the legacy of other cultures on our modern world. 6.2.8.A.4.b 
6.2.8.A.4.c 
6.2.8.C.4.b 
6.2.8.D.4.g 

D2.His.1.6-8 
D2.His.2.6-8 
D2.His.15.6-8 
D2.Eco.14.6-8. 
D2.Geo.1.6-8. 
D2.Geo.4.6-8. 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with diverse populations. 

6.2.8.A.4.a 
 

Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting social, economic, and political order. 

6.2.8.A.4.b 
 

Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices 
(i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an 
independent judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 

6.2.8.A.4.c 
 



Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and 
medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted 
scientific thought and the arts. 

6.2.8.C.4.b 
 

Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or 
around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their 
responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.d 
 

Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the 
values and decisions of the classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.3.e 
 

Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social 
hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives 
of various groups of people. 

6.2.8.D.4.a 

Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, 
including the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the 
crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders. 

6.2.8.D.4.b 
 

Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on 
Europe. 

6.2.8.D.4.c 

Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European 
feudalism. 

6.2.8.D.4.d 

Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open 
exchange between Europe and the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty. 

6.2.8.D.4.e 
 

Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic 
world and western Europe. 

6.2.8.D.4.f 
 

Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over time. 

6.2.8.D.4.g 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical 
contexts. 

D2.His.1.6-8 

Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change 
and/or continuity. 

D2.His.2.6-8 

Evaluate the relative influence of various causes of events and developments in 
the past. 

D2.His.15.6-8 

Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing 
public problems. 

D2.Civ.12.6-8. 

Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations. D2.Eco.14.6-8. 
Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and 
environmental characteristics. 

D2.Geo.1.6-8. 

Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments 
and the daily lives of people in both nearby and distant places. 

D2.Geo.4.6-8. 

Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence 
the spatial connections among human settlements and affect the diffusion of 
ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.Geo.7.6-8. 

Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources, while 
acknowledging the strengths and limitations of the arguments. 

D.4.1.6-8 



Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details 
with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanations. 

D.4.2.6-8 

Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g. legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, election) to understand how conflicting points of view are 
addressed in a democratic society. 

6.3.8.D.1 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster student achievement.) 

English Language Arts: Texts including primary source documents, American literature, and nonfiction 
will be utilized.  The students will analyze arguments, write to offer and support opinions, and convey 
real or imagined experiences and events.  Additionally, they will respond analytically to fiction and 
nonfictions sources, engage in research projects, and incorporate narrative elements into 
informative/explanatory texts.  Specifically, these narrative accounts will be incorporated into their 
analysis of individuals and events of historical importance.  

English Language Arts 
● By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  RH.6-8.10 
● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self 

correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  WHST.6-8.10 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of social 
media. 

8.1.8.D.1 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve a real world problem. 

8.1.8.E.1 

Examine a system, consider how each part relates to other parts, and discuss a 
part to redesign to improve the system. 

8.2.8.A.2 

Explain the interdependence of a subsystem that operates as part of a system. 8.2.8.C.5 
Identify ways computers are used that have had an impact across the range of 
human activity and within different careers where they are used. 

8.2.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and 
economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.2 

Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 

9.1.8.A.3 



Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 

9.1.8.A.5 

Explain how income affects spending decisions. 9.1.8.A.6 
Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on 
financial practice. 

9.1.8.B.6 

Career Ready Practices Indicator 
Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. CRP2 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 
Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Feudalism, Crusades, Black Death, Excommunicate, Parliament, Magna Carta, Hundred Years War, 
Renaissance, Reformation, Federalism 

Evidence of Learning 
Additional Suggested Assessments: 
● Classroom discussion 
● Individual and group projects 
● Lesson participation 
● Participation in classroom assignments 
● Performance-based assessments 
● Tests and quizzes 
Learning Activities: 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Independent and group work 
● Argumentation over present day global  issues 
● Analysis of informational texts 
● Conduct a close reading of primary and secondary sources 
● Analyzing current events in respect to historical events  
● Draw connections with previously studied units and how it is relevant today 
● Evaluate the major social studies themes and how they have developed over time 
● Assess how the interpretation/role of religion has changed in our modern world  
● C3 Framework: 

o Dimension 1: Developing questions and planning inquiries 
o Dimension 2: Applying disciplinary concepts and tools (perspectives of people in the 

present shaping their interpretation of the past) 
o Dimension 3: Evaluating sources using evidence 
o Dimension 4: Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

● Inquiry: 
Does history repeat itself?  If so, can we stop it?  Can we learn from history?  How did historical events 

influence the world today? What are the origins of our modern society? 
 



How have cultural and historical perspectives changed over time?  How have social class and human 
rights changed over time? How theories of government evolved over time? 

 
What does global community mean?  What is our global responsibility?  How do people interact today 

(different nations, cultures)? 
Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Laptop cart 
Teacher Resources: 
● Classroom Libraries  
● C3 Framework 
● Readworks.org 
● NewsELA  
● Ancient Civilizations Through the Renaissance: Holt McDougal  2012 

Modifications & Accommodations: 
*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 

implemented for any student who would benefit 
Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 
● Conduct research and provide presentation of 

cultural topics  
● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 

be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 
● Native language translation (peer, online 

assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/


● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  

● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 



● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 
written summarization skills 

● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


