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Unit Title: Application of Digital Citizenship 
Grade Level: 8 



Unit Overview:  In this course, students will utilize critical thinking skills as they explore various 
questions related to digital citizenship. Case studies and extension activities will be provided so that 
students can continue their exploration of the consequences associated with positive and negative 
behavior in the digital world.  
Recommended Pacing: Full year (one meeting per week) 

Student Learning Objectives NJSLS 
Synthesize media sources and formulate arguments. D3.3.6-8. 

D3.4.6-8. 
D4.1.6-8. 

D4.2.6-8. C  
D4.3.6-8. 
D4.3.6-8. 
D4.5.6-8. 

Explore ways to engage in prosocial online behavior. 2.1.8.E.1 
Explore the various impacts of media on the mainstream culture. D2.Civ.1.6-8. 
Discuss how technology has changed the way people communicate. 2.2.8.A.1 
Analyze copyright laws and discuss if a remixed idea is an original idea. D2.Civ.7.6-8. 
Reflect on various media sources and determine credibility. D3.2.6-8. 
Determine an individual’s power as it relates to social media and the associated 
impacts. 

2.2.8.A.1 

Reflect on media usage and maintain a healthy “media diet.” 2.1.8.E.2 
D2.Civ.7.6-8. 

Identify the social, emotional, and legal consequences of distributing and 
soliciting sexually explicit images through electronic means.  

 2.1.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards Progress Indicator 
Analyze how personal assets, resiliency, and protective factors support healthy 
social and emotional health. 

2.1.8.E.1 

Determine the effectiveness of existing home, school, and community efforts to 
address social and emotional health and prevent conflict. 

2.1.8.E.2 

Compare and contrast verbal and nonverbal interpersonal communication 
strategies in a variety of settings and cultures in different situations. 

2.2.8.A.1 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework  
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest 
groups, and the media in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental 
contexts. 

D2.Civ.1.6-8. 

Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in school and community settings. D2.Civ.7.6-8. 
Evaluate the credibility of a source by determining its relevance and intended 
use. 

D3.2.6-8. 

Identify evidence that draws information from multiple sources to support 
claims, noting evidentiary limitations. 

D3.3.6-8. 

Develop claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both. 

D3.4.6-8. 

Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources, while 
acknowledging the strengths and limitations of the arguments. 

D4.1.6-8. 



Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details 
with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanations. 

D4.2.6-8. 

Present adaptations of arguments and explanations on topics of interest to others 
to reach audiences and venues outside the classroom using print and oral 
technologies (e.g., posters, essays, letters, debates, speeches, reports, and maps) 
and digital technologies (e.g., Internet, social media, and digital documentary). 

D4.3.6-8. 

Critique arguments for credibility. D4.4.6-8. 
Critique the structure of explanations. D4.5.6-8. 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
Technology 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 8.1.8.A.1 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 
professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.2 

Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of social 
media 

8.1.8.D.1 

Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 8.1.8.D.2 
Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual 
property. 

8.1.8.D.3 

Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 8.1.8.D.4 
Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of 
misuse. 

8.1.8.D.5 

Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve a real world problem. 

8.1.8.E.1 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 

(Additional standards should be applied, as needed, to enrich instruction and foster 
student achievement.) 

Indicator 

Recognize the techniques and effects of deceptive advertising. 9.1.8.E.8 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a 
career. 

9.2.8.B.3 

Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 9.2.8.B.7 
Career Ready Practices Indicator 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. CRP1 
Attend to personal health and financial well-being. CRP3 
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. CRP4 
Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. CRP5 
Demonstrate creativity and innovation. CRP6 
Employ valid and reliable research strategies. CRP7 



Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP8 

Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP11 
Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. CRP12 

Key Vocabulary Words 
Credibility  

Evidence of Learning 
Suggested Assessments: 
● Homework assignments 
● Oral reports 
● Oral participation and use of technology 
● Group projects and papers 
● Research projects and papers using technology 
● Tests and quizzes (Bend 1 and 2 assessments) 
● Internet use 
● Supplemental reading 
● Class participation 
● Debates 
● Multimedia projects 
● Analyze documents 
● Group work 
● Independent research 
Learning Activities: 
Digital Bytes: Students will watch and reflect on a “mash-up” video, view a case study, engage in a 
discussion on the topic, and apply the skills through an extension activity.  (There are various options 
for case studies and activities.  Teachers can have students split into groups or assign one task for the 
class). 
*Review each initial mash-up video to determine appropriateness for your class. 
http://digitalbytes.commonsensemedia.org/ (Link includes assignment overview, exemplars, and 
student links) 
Pioneer 
● How can you cultivate kindness online? 
● Is your gender shaped by the media? 
● How can you seize the day in a digital world? 
● How do you get famous in 6 seconds? 

Creator 
● Can you think of a million dollar idea? 
● How has tech changed the way you communicate? 
● Is a remixed idea an original idea? 

Thinker 
● Are you easily sold? 
● Can you believe the news? 

http://digitalbytes.commonsensemedia.org/


● What kind of power do your “likes” have? 
● What digital bread crumbs are you leaving? 
● In today’s media rich world, what isn’t an ad? 

Doer: 
● Can you make the world better at your age? 
● Are you maintaining a healthy media diet? 
● Can one individual’s effort really make a difference? 
● Are you too fixated on getting “likes”? 

Additional Digital Bytes can be screened and used under the Our Generation, Interpretation, 
Activism, and Innovation tabs. 
 
Additional Activities:  
● Guest speakers (guidance counselors) 
● Whole class and small group discussions 
● Individual and group work 
● Oral presentations 
● Digital presentations 
● Skits  
Instructional Materials: 
● Smartboard 
● Video selections 
● Google Suite 
Teacher Resources: 
● Digital Bytes: http://digitalbytes.commonsensemedia.org/  
● BrainPOP Digitial Citizenship Videos: https://www.brainpop.com/digitalcitizenship/ (Topics 

include: Copyright, Cyberbullying, Digital Etiquette, Hackers, Information Privacy, Internet, 
Internet Search, Online Safety, Online Sources, Peer Pressure, Plagiarism, Social Media, and more) 

● Digital Citizenship: Respect, Protect, Education: 
https://educators.brainpop.com/2017/10/10/digital-citizenship-respect-protect-educate/  

● What Type of Digital Citizens Do We Want Students to Be? 
https://educators.brainpop.com/2017/10/30/type-digital-citizens-want-students/ 

● Digital Compass Game: https://www.digitalcompass.org/game/index.html 
● Common Sense Education: Connecting Families resources 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship 
Modifications & Accommodations: 

*Please note that the following modifications and accommodations vary from unit to unit, and may be 
implemented for any student who would benefit 

Gifted and Talented 
(content, process, product, and learning environment) 
Extension Activities: 

English Language Learners 
Modifications: 
● Modified assignments 

http://digitalbytes.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/digitalcitizenship/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2017/10/10/digital-citizenship-respect-protect-educate/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2017/10/30/type-digital-citizens-want-students/
https://www.digitalcompass.org/game/index.html
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship


● Conduct research and provide presentation of 
cultural topics  

● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to 
be used in discussion. 
Debate topics of interest/cultural importance. 

● Authentic listening and reading sources that 
provide data and support for speaking and 
writing prompts 

● Exploration of art and/or artists to understand 
society and history 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Anchor activities 
● Use of higher-level questioning techniques 
● Provide assessments at a higher-level  of 

thinking 

● Native language translation (peer, online 
assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

● Extended time for assignment completion as 
needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use graphic organizers 

Students with Disabilities 
(appropriate accommodations, instructional 

adaptation, and/or modifications as determined by the 
IEP or 504 team) 

Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 

Students at Risk of School Failure 
Modifications for Classroom: 
● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, 

and assignments 
● Repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Extended time to complete class work 
● Provide a copy of class notes 
● Preferential seating to be mutually determined 

by the student and teacher 
● Student may request to use a computer to 

complete assignments 
● Establish expectations for correct spelling on 

assignments 
● Extra textbooks for home 
● Student may request books on tape/CD/digital 

media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student 

work during independent work time 
● Assist student with long and short term 

planning of assignments 
● Encourage student to proofread assignments 

and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 



● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
● Student requires use of other assistive 

technology device 
 
Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

● Continue to develop phrasing and fluency 
while reading aloud, as needed 

● Encourage silent reading for short periods of 
time  

● Use close reading strategies 
● Continue to provide access to various genres  
● Make available high interest, low readability 

texts for use during independent reading  
● Use citing the text strategy to develop oral and 

written summarization skills 
● Continue using marking the text strategy 
● Write short essays using various supporting 

strategies such as marking the text, graphic 
organizers, citing text, and teacher-prompts 

● Write routinely and engage in peer editing 
with teacher guidance 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

● Student requires use of other assistive 
technology device 

Modifications for Homework and Assignments: 
● Extended time to complete assignments 
● Student requires more complex assignments to 

be broken up and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in phases. 

● Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

● Implement RAFT (role, audience, format, 
topic) activities as they pertain to the 
types/modes of communication 

Modifications for Assessments: 
● Extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Student may take/complete tests in an alternate 

setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for 

accommodations/modifications for 
assessments 

 

 



 


